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SIR, 12 
Believe the diſpute we fell into, when 
I was laſt in your Town, was managed 
with too much Concernment, to be 
eaſily forgotten, and beſides I had your 
Commands at parting, to put you in mind 
of it, by recollecting the ſubſtance of what 
paſs'd on both ſides, and tranſmitting it to 
you, in as clear a light, and order as I 
could, which you promis'd, like a Man of 
great Candour and Honeſty, (as I have al- 
ways eſteem'd you) ſeriouſly and Impartially 
to Conſider, „ 1 
Among ſome other melancholy Appre- 

henſions, that your fancy had ſuggeſted, (for 
in truth, at that time, you were in no plea- 

ſant Humour) at laſt you Remember in a 
very uncommon ſtrain, you broke forth and 
ſaid. © And beſides all this, a ſtrange, In- 
< temperate Spirit has ſeized our Clergy, 
they will not be quiet, nor let us be ſo, 
for inſtead of conſulting theirown Character 

* and Honour, and by gentle and Chriſtian 
diſcourſes, and good Examples, diſpoſing us 
to bear thoſe Burthens with Patience, that 
the prefent neceſſity of Affairs lays upon 
us, they ſeem the moſt uneaſy and diſcontent 
of any, and are reſolved to try our patience 
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An Apology for the Clergy, 
to the utmoſt, by inventing farther Ex- 
erciſe for it, in attempting on us, new 
Impoſitions and Encroachments. For In- 
toxicated, I ſuppoſe, by the diſpoſition of 
the preſent Houſe of Commons, (#hich 
portends, they think, all Imaginable Good 
to the Church) nothing will now ſatisfy 
them but Independency, but Security and 
Enlargements of their Livings, by Acts of 
Parliament. And (which is very ſtrange) 
into theſe wild and Extravagant Views 
and Projects, (for they can be no better) 
Whig and Tory, High and Low, they all to 
a Man run. In which they greatly expoſe 
themſelves, as deſigning, ſordid, and ava- 
ricious, to the Reſentment, I am afraid, 
of many at a proper time,. or at leaſt, 
to the Offence and Trouble of all good 
Men. ? : 7 VV 
At which way of diſcourſing, I was not 
a little ſurprized, and eſpecially when, 
upon enquiry, you farther inform'd me, in 
the preſent circumſtances of your Clergy, 
as well as in the nature of thoſe horrid pur- 
poſes, they were contriving againſt you; 
and more than all, when | reflected upon 
the Character, you had always affected, 
which,l have no need to tell you, is that of a 
Sober and Devout Chriſtian, a zealous Mem- 
ber of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, a publick Spi- 
rited Man, and a Lover of the true Welfare 
of your City, ia the Government of which 
you have a hand, and likewiſe in diſpoſing 
of many of the Churches belonging We. 
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Of the City of Briſtol. 
For how often have you, in your Conver- 
ſation, ſuch Words as theſe, the Good of 
of Chriſtianity, the Good of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, the Good of your City | By which and 
other things, you mightily deceive me, if 
matters of this Excellent and Generous Na- 
ture do not much occupy and employ your 
mind. The Conſideration of all which ren- 
der'd your Oppoſition exceeding ſtrange to 
me, appear'd no leſs Contradictory to your 
ſelf, and every part and branch of this ex- 
cellent Character, than to the Clergy. x 
For, good Sir, what did you ſay as to the 
preſent caſe and circumſtances of your Clergy 
(which you know is the Foundation of the 
whole matter)? Truly in my Opinion, you 
. deſcribed their Condition Low and Uncom- 
fortable enough, highly deſerving of your 
- Alliſtance, inſtead of Oppoſition. For you 
.own'd, that they had no Legal Claim to any 
thing, that their ſubſiſtence depended en- 
tirely upon the voluntary Contributions of 
the People, which were collected ſomewhat 
differently (as Cuſtom had ſettled ir) in 
ſome Pariſhes, by the Church- Wardens alone, 
in others, the Miniſter's Company and. Aſ- 
ſiſtance was expected, to go from Houſe to 
Houſe, in order to provoke the People's 
Bounty, in others, it was left wholly to the 
. Miniſter, to get what he could. Which 
way of collecting, I wonder you do not 
fee, ſubjects your Clergy to a poor and forry 
dependency, (not to ſay to rude and Op- 
| A 3 pProbious 
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An Apology for the Clergy, 
probious inſults and Language) whatever 
Sums it raiſes. But that, you ſaid, their 
Virtue and Humility ſhould diſpoſe them 
to diſregard. I deſire their Virtue may be 
great, for they will have occaſion for it, if 
this be your way. But omitting this, what 
Sums do you annually ratſe? 

You told me farther, ſome of your weal- 
thieſt, largeſt, and beſt Pariſhes, where there 
was extraordinary Duty, two Sermons every 
Lord's Day, a Monthly Sacrament, beſides 
other conſtant Weekly Buſineſs, (perqui- 
ſites or Surplice fees included) amounted 
not, you believed, to above a Hundred 
Pounds per Ar. Others much of the ſame ex- 
tent and Duty, reached not that Value by 
Twenty or Thirty Pounds per Au. Other 
Pariſhes, you confeſſed, of no ſmall Number 

of Inhabitants, and in the Heart of your 

City, could not afford above Thirty Pounds 

a Year, if that, for their Miniſter. I muſt 

needs tell you, when I heard this, and a 
great deal more of the ſame kind, an Act 


of Parliament to Advance and Fix their in- 


come, I thought the moſt reaſonable thing 
in the World, and that you had no manner 
of ground to ſpeak, as you did, of the 
Happy and Flouriſhing, Condition of your 
Clergy, your own Relation, I am ſure, made 
out no ſuch thing. Inſtead of living plenti- 
fully and Happily, in ſuch a Town as yours, 
it was my great Amazement, they were able 
to live at all. | 2 


And 
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And to the Truth of this, when preſs'd, 
you ſubſcribed your ſelf, and own'd, it was 
impoſlible they ſhould live, upon ſuch an In- 
come, in any degree ſutably to their Of- 
fice, were it not for ſome helps they received 
another way. But this you made a great 
ſecret of, and therefore I ſhall not Trouble 
my ſelf about it. Only it is plain, that 
theſe helps (whence ſoever they ariſe,) are 
as precarious, as any other parts of their 


Income. And that they are not very con- 


ſiderable, is as certain, becauſe, added in the 
Calculation, they will not much alter the 
foregoing Valuation, but your Livings ſtand 
much the fame. 


So that this is the caſe of your Clergy, 
this their ſubſiſtence, this the manner of 
raiſing it, which I ſhould think, all Men 
muſt acknowledge to be very poor. and 
mean, and conſequently hold the Clergy 


very excuſeable in their Deſires and Endea- 


vours to amend it. For certainly here is 
Foundation and Room enough for an A- 
mendment. 85 8 


Now what do the Clergy attempt upon 
you? What Alterations do they endeavour 
to introduce? I thought certainly ſome very 
unreaſonable ones. Nothing leſs than ſome 
very exorbitant Annual Sums: How other- 
wiſe could 1 Account for your prejudice 
and Oppoſition. But when here again you 


let me into their deſi isn, which you verily 
A4 believed 


The preſent 
deſign of 
tbe Clergy, 
or what 
they intend 
or requeſt. 
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believed was not exceſſively to enlarge 


their ſubſiſtence, but rather to render it 


leſs precarious, to raiſe it more equally 


upon their ſeveral and reſpective Pariſhes ; 


when you informed me, that they profeſs'd 
to lay open the Value of each Pariſh to 


you, and had invited any good and diſcreet 
Citizens to conſider of it, as likewiſe of the 


Enlargements that were fit to be made, in 


proportion to the extent and Duty of their 


Cures, as well as to the ways of levying 


the Sum or Sums judg'd neceſſary to their 
| handſom and comfortable ſubſiſtence 5 when 
they declared they would very much ſub- 


mit theſe matters to you, and ſhould eſteem 


themſelves highly obliged in your advice 
and Aſſiſtance towards ſettling ſuch Points 
as theſe ; when I heard all this from your 
own Moth, what could I think or ſay? I 
pray excuſe my Freedom, I could not but 
admire at the modeſty of your Clergy, and 
the unreaſonableneſs of your own Oppoſi- 
tion and Prejudice. / 


A tus Neither could I place it upon any other 


Zeal for Principle, than a very diſhonourable one, 
3 fuch a one, as I was not willing to admit, 
flat | mean, ſome unſoundneſs as to the Cha- 
Church,aud Tacter you profeſs'd. It induc'd me a little 
the Good to heſitate, I confeſs; whether you were 


of the (iq really that true Chriſtian, that true Mem- 


wil diſpoſe her of the Eſtabliſhed Church, that true 


Men 10 


forward Lover of the Clergy, and of the City, as 
. 75 vou | 


this AF. 
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you made outward ſhew of . It was eaſie to 
22 ſolve your preſent prejudice and carriage, 
upon the ſuppoſition of ſome great Flaw 
or Defect, in any of theſe particulars 
which compoſe your Character, but not 
eaſie without it. For it was to me as 


2 clear as the Sun, that each of theſe quali- 


ties, much more all of them put together, 
would influence you ſtrongly (as I ſhall 
ſhew by and by) to give in to the preſent 
deſign of your Clergy, yea render you 
fond of it, zealous for it. It was this 
that made me guilty of ſo much ill man- 
ners, as to preſs you upon fo tender a 
point, as that of your ſincerity (which 
your Goodneſs forgave me) and whether 
you had really the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 
the Intereſt of the Eſtabliſn'd Church, the 
Intereſt of your City, ſo much at Heart as 
you profeſs'd. For if all this were little 
better than Diſſimulation, that muſt be 
cured firſt, (which were a Foreign and te- 
dious Work) e're you could be recovered 
to a better Opinion of the defign in hand. 
And here I ſhould have deſiſted, had you 
not moſt reſolutely and. folemnly main- 


7 - tain'd the Sincerity of your Profeſſion, and 


declar'd, you would quit no part of it, 
althovgh it ſhould engage you on the ſide 
of the Clergy, which notwithſtanding you 
diſlikd at prefent, yet you hop'd, not ſo 
unreaſonably and blindly, as to deſert ſuch 
excellent things for it, as the Good of 

EN _ Chriſtianity 
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and City in particular. 


The Queltion then was and is ſtill, 


what a true Zeal for Chriſtianity, for the 


Eſtabliſh'd Church, and the Good of your 


City in particular, will engage you, or any 
other Man to do, whether to Oppoſe, or . > 


Concur with the Clergy in their endea- 
vours for an Act of Parliament, that may 


| ſecure and ſomewhat enlarge their Sub- 


ſiſtence. Upon theſe Topicks, I did former- 
ly, and ſhall now again deal with you. And 
I deſpair not of ſhewing, with ſome fort 


oft clearneſs, that each of theſe do naturally 


and ſtrongly dictate quite the Contrary 
to what you now believe and purſue, and 
preſerving your mind (as every honeſt 
Man ſhould do) in a perfect freedom and 


equality, will not fail to determine you (as +» 
much as you diſlike it) to the Intereſt and 


ſide of your Clergy. | 


Arguments I begin with Chriſtianity, as being the 
moſt General and Comprehenſive Argu- 
ment, as well as the moſt convincing to 
all that truly Embrace it, and endeavour | 
to conform their Opinions and practices 
to it. Now Chriſtianity lays us under Ob- 
ligations of ſeveral Reſpects and Duties 


towards the Clergy, or the true Preachers 
of it. Such as affording them, with the 


utmoſt Readineſs and Chearfulneſs, what- | 


ſoever the Goſpel makes their right 3 
| due 
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due, which is a high Efteem of their Of- 
Fkce and Character, Love to their Perſons, 
and Conſideration and a grateful Senſe and 
Acknowledgment of their endeavours and 
. $1abours both for our Temporal and Eter- 
&nal Welfare, Theſe Duties depend upon 
Zone another, and all neceſſarily flow from 
Jour Belief of the Goſpel in general, aud of 
the Clergy of the Eftabliſh'd Church being 
true Paſtors or Preachers of it, ſo that we 
cannot but diſcern their immediate Con- 
nexion. I ſhall ſingle out a few of theſe 
2 Duties, that the Goſpel enjoyns us, towards 
the Clergy. | 


11 


And Firſt a readineſs and chearfulneſs to 4 Belief 


afford the Clergy their juſt Rights and f ide 


I believe a Clergy Man entitled, even un- 8 


der the Goſpel, to ſome Rights. He had reality 


a Right to ſomething under the Fewifh and ebear- 


5 Due. For be not ſtartled if 1 tell you, that 5%“ 


Religion, the great Creatour and Donour of 7% 79 


all things gave it him, (which I am cer- 


afford the 
2 , | k | Clerpy 
tain you will eſteem a very good Title, and to, 


beir juſt 


invade his Right and Spoil! him of ir, was Rights 
then a great Crime, (although now in the 44 Hue. 


Common Phraſe, to cheat the Parſon is 
accounted a Witty, rather than a Criminal 
thing) it was Sacriledge inſtead of Theft. 
] do not intend to maintain the Divine 
Right of Tythes, yet I hope, I may remark 
to you without Offence, That it was a Mo- 
del of God's own Erecting, and therefore, 
e eee BY Sh 


An Apology for the C lergy, _ 
be ſure, was both equitable and wiſe in l 


it ſelf, and, in my Opinion, we ſhould pay 4. 
that deference to God Almighty's Wiſdom, , 
as to follow and imitate it, where we are 
not forbidden. But to quit this. Who can" thig 
queſtion under the Goſpel, but there are qp,y 
places ſet a part for Divine Worſhip ? The wo 
New Teſtament fully acknowledges it, and pr 
the practiſe of all Chriſtian Societies con- 
form to it. Again, it is as plain and clear 
a Doctrine of the New Teſtament, that & 
there are Perſons too ſet apart, whoſe pe- 
culiar Buſineſs and Office it is, to adminiſter } 
in holy things, to Preach, Baptize, & c. Now ˖ͥ 
doth it not appear to you ſomewhat ſtrange, '$ 
that there ſhould be both Places and Per- |% 
ſons ſet apart for Divine Worſhip, and yet 
nothing ſet apart to maintain them? That 
Perſons, peculiarly related to the great Pro- 
prietourſ of all things, ſhould have a Right 
and Title to nothing upon the Earth? I IR: 
know not how this ſounds to you, but to 
me it is very unaccountable. And eſpe- 
cially, if we conſider, as the Nature of the 
Sacred Office doth imply, ſo in fact it ſepa- 
rates Men from all other Worldly Buſineſs | 
and Employ ; what? And yet it ſeparates | 
not Soul from Body; which renders the MF 
means of living as neceſſary to them, as 
to any of us, which, I pray tell me, how gat 
they ſhould obtain, without having a Right Mi 
to ſome portions of our Eſtates, or with- | 
out an incumbent Duty upon us to: main- 
tain them. Not only their Office obliges 
: V them 
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them to abſtain from all Worldly Buſineſs, 
3 but our own Expectations; we are nat at 
i 1 pleaſed, when we ſee them depart from 
/ their Spiritual Employments, and mix 
"23nd ſcramble with us in Temporal Af- 
fairs, this ſcandalizes us as much as any 
1! thing they, can be Guilty of. Whence 
I mould they then be maintained? Here are but 
e two ways left for them, either a Miraculous 
Providence, or our ſelves, we will hardly 
1 refer them to the former, we mult there- 
| re acknowledge the Clergys Right, and 
Our own Duty as to this particular. 


Z Sofays the Apoſtle St. Paul lewis He 

urges this upon a Threefold Principle, firſt 

upon the Authority of Human Reaſon. As 

in thoſe Expoſtulations. (a) Who goeth 4 (a) 1 Cor. 

par fare at any time at his own Charges? Who 9. 5. 

planteth a Vineyard, and Eateth not of the Fruit 

&bcrcof ? Or who feedeth a Flock, and cateth not 

of the Mill of the Flock ? As much as to ſay, 

Jas one Comments, (and (b) who was never (b) Mr. 

; eſteem'd a Bigot to the Clergy) © This is Locke. 

X allow'd to be Reaſon, that thoſe, who 

are ſo Employ'd, ſhould be maintain'd by 

- F their Employments, and ſo likewiſe a 

s | Preacher of the Goſpel ſhould be main- 

a tain'd by that, or elſe it were hard. 
For it is a very poor Employment, that will 

«| not afford a Man a maintenance. And a- 

nl gain upon the ſame Principle of Human 
Neaſon doth the Apoſtle argue. (c we 


= have (c) . 12. | 
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have ſown unto you Spiritual things is it 4 55 


great thing, that we ſhould r2ap your Carnal. 


(a)V. d. 


(50 V. 13, 


things? No certainly muſt all Chriſtians ac- 1 


knowledge and ſay, that know the value of 
one, and the other. | 4 


But the Apoſtle had a bieder Auth | 
rity to go upon. Firſt the Authority of the 27 
Law of Mofes. (a) For do I ſay theſe things a 


a Man? That is, doth this depend only 2 
upon the Dictates of Human Reaſon ? No, 
it is Confirmed by Divine Revelation. The 
Law of God ſpoken by Moſes ſays the ſame, * 
thing and at ſeveral times. (b) Do we not 
know, that they which miniſter about holy things, © 
live of the things of the Temple? And they 
which wait at the Altar are partakers with the 
Altar ? Next is this grounded upon the Au- 
thority of our Lord himſelf. For it follows 
immediately, So hath the Lord Ordained that N 


they which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 99 


the Goſpel: In all which we may eaſi yi 
Remark that, in ſome Caſes, The Apoſtle 
rejecteth not the Authority of the Law, 
at leaſt I am ſure, he doth not in this, 
and whatſoever Right the Jewiſh Clergy® 
had as to a maintenance, under the Law, 
the {ame the Chriſtian Clergy have under the} 
Goſpel ; neither doth this ſtand upon a pa- 
rity of Reaſon, but the expreſs Ordination® 


of Chriſt himſelf. Whether this Eſtabliſhes” 


the Divine Right of Tythes or not, as 
Laid, 1 will not diſpute, much leſs deter- 
mine; 


f 
| 
|; 
| 
{ 
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mine; but this I am certain of, that it 
Eſtabliſhes ſomething, it inveſts the Clergy 


„ with as certain, and full a Right, as to a 
maintenance under the Goſpel, as ever the 


Fewiſh Clergy were intitled to under the 


7 Law. Peradventure it binds not Chriſtians 


to follow the Jewiſß Model exactly. But 


3 what then? It binds them to the thing it 
ſelf, to afford the Chriſtian Clergy a main- 


tenance. And if this holds true, (as who 
dares deny?) Conſequences of no very 
acceptable and popular a Nature will fol- 
low: As firſt that for Chriſtians to deny 


.or withhold, upon their uſual pretences, 


their proportion towards ſuch a malnte- 
nance as the Goſpel deſigns the Clergy, (of 
which more by and by) is as certainly In- 
juſtice (to ſay no worſe,) as it is to with- 
hold or not to pay what is deem'd a pro- 
per Debt, (for what is Injuſtice, but to 
Defraud or withhold, what we owe?) And 


what others have a Right to, we owe 


them, and the Laws of God can give a 
Right. And what a Feild of Injuſtice will 
this open to the View of the true Chri- 
ſtian ! 1 wiſh it doth not render, in his 
Opinion at leaſt, many in your Town 
Guilty of an Injuſtice, that they did not 
Pream of. But this is ſomewhat out of 
our Way. The Point before us, is the 
Right the Chriſtian Clergy have to a main- 
ten ance. And that, I think, ſtands firm 
enough, upon the clear Dictates of Human 

Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, upon the Authority of the Few:ſv 
| Revelation, upon the expreſs Injunction of 
Chriſt himſelf. The Will of God hath 
been made known, as to this, 1n all the 
ways he hath been pleaſed to ſpeak clearly 
and Authoritatively to Mankind. 


A Maintenance of the Clergy being thus 
clearly Eſtabliſned by Divine Authority, it 
remains to be conſidered what ſort of 


maintenance this 1s, that the New Teſta- 
ment decreeth, whether a Poor, precari- 


rious, or elſe a certain and Honourable 


one. And on this point chiefly our diſpute 
turneth. You profeſs it your Opinion, that 
the Clergy ought to be maintain'd, and 
you will without Scruple add, in general, 
handſomly or houourably, when preſs'd. 
But you cannot by any means allow, that 


This ought to be the care of the Legiſla- 


ture, or that Human Laws ought to en- 
force it. You rather encline ſtrongly to 


E TH 


believe, that Men ought to be lefr free 


as to this, and for it, you think, you have 
the Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
who had no Human Laws in favcur of their 
Clergy, and yet they ſubſiſted very well, 


and fo you imagine they may do ſtill. This 


was the ſubſtance of what you ſaid here, 
to all which I ſhall oppoſe, firſt ſome gene- 
ral Conſiderations, which 1 think may be of 
uſe to ſhew you the weakneſs of this Plea : 
and then afterwards ſubjoin others of a 

. more 
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more particular Nature, that come cloſer 
to the point, and ſuch as in my judgment, 
you will not be able eaſily to evade. 


1. You ſeem not duely to a prehend the 
ground of the Clergy's Right (or elſe 
{trangely to forget or ſtifle ir) which is 


founded upon Divine Laws, Previous and 


Superiour to any Human Ones. So that 
really (as I before ſhew'd) in this Reſpect, 
there is no ſuch thing as Freedom, but 


17 


Lan 


for the 


mainte- 
mance of | 


every Man is Bound by Pivine Laws. Hence ibe Clergy, 


but that every Man ought to be left free 
to Tranſgreſs the Laws of God? True, 


* 
. 


what do you argue for in this particular, 5 
I 


becauſe 
matier of 


you ſay, that's your Opinion. For Reli- Divine 
gion ought to be a free and unconſtrain'd Commend» 


thing. But ought it to be ſo very free, 


that it muſt not be Encouraged and Pro- 
- teted by Human Laws, nor Countenanc'd 


by Human Powers? Then certainly, that 
was a very ſtrange Prophecy, that Kings 
Should be Nurſing Fathers, and Queens Nurſmy 


Mothers, and never can be fulfill'd, but in 
ways unjuſt, and contrary to the Nature 


of Religion it ſelf. But let the Genuin 
Nature of Religion require this perfe& 
indifferency in Governours and Magiltrates, 
and let them be taught not to Encourage 
or Protect it, for fear of ruining it, and 16 
Jet the few good Kings of Vrael, who to 
their utmoſt ſupported the True Religion, 
fall under as Ignominious a Character, 

x. eo ; (which 


ment. 


8 


. 3 15 1 Creme 


dich they are likely to do from ſuch a Prin- 
ciple) as thoſe bad ones that oppos'd it 5 
Let Conſtantine the Great be cenſured as hea- 
vily, as Julian the Apoſtate, part of which he 
will deſerve, if Religion and Virtue be of 
that delicate Nature, as to exclude utter- 
ly the Countenance and Edicts of Kings 
and Governours. I ſhall not ſtay to lament 
this Misfortune here, (although a great one 


certainly: ) Only 1 obſerve that this free= 


dom is not Uaiverſally indulged, - neither 
is it fit it ſhould. Theft, and all other 


ſorts of lnjuſtice, is Condemned by the 
Laws of God, and yet about theſe hath 


the Legillative Power concern'd it ſelf in 
all Ages, and cuttailed Mens Freedom as 


to ſuch matters by ſevere Puniſhments, 


which hath been ever reckon'd very wiſely 
and laudably done. And under what views 


| Hath this been practisd? Why have Hu- 
man Laws been Enacted and ſuperadded to 
ſacred Injunctions, Commanding and For- 


bidding the ſame things under pain of 


Corporal Puniſhments? One Reaſon is cer- 


tainly becauſe of the Wickednefs of Men, 


that hath render'd them unapt to be in- 
Avenc'd by Divine Laws, which hath in- 


troduced a neceſlity of Human Ones. So, 
for example, Men are found not over 
prone to be juſt (and yet it is Commanged 
by Divine Laws, ) which hath made Ju- 


ſtice the care of Human Laws, and if a 


Man Robs or Steals from you, you have 
your 
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| Joon Remedy. in this World. Now if the 
Divine Laws give the Clergy a Right, a 

Property, why would you have that left 

unguarded? If People are not diſpoſed to 

be influenc'd by Divine Laws in this parti- 
cular, why ſhould not Human Laws come 

in to the aſſiſtance of Divines, as well as 

to the aſſiſtance of others? Why muſt this, 

that is Evidently a matter of Divine Com- 
mand, be left purely to the Conſciences 

of Men, and Divines have no other Secu- 

Trity or Dependence? Certainly you deal 

4 ot equally, neither with reſpect to the 

Clergy, nor the Divine Laws themſelves in 

this Omiſſion. Some are left to ſhift for 

themſelves, others are ſtrongly enforc'd. 

I pray tell me the ground of this Diſt in- 

4 ion? Is it that Human Laws are need- 

Jeſs in this particular caſe, and that Men 

Are diſpoſed to be influenced purely by 

9 ivive Laws, as to a Maintenance of the 

Flergy? Were they ſo indeed, as they 

ere Anciently, I ſhould not trouble my 

elt about Human Laws, I ſhould think 

Fhe Clergy had Security enough in the Di- 

_ Laws, as thank God, they have with 

| For k eſteem the Laws of God, the 

5 e f all Human Lavrs; and 

Lawgivers, are r never ſurer of the Juſtice 

and; Wiſdom of their Laws, and conſe» 
Kuently of their being conformed to, and 8 

Keyerenccd by the People, than when | 
[ B 2 | dhe y | | 


ee ad 
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Reaſon, Wiſdom and Authority, would 


yea whoſe matter is juſt and good, but 


Chriſtian. Would not the precepts of the 


An Apology for the Clergy, 9 
they are ſupported or countenanc'd by the 
Divine. Witneſs, the practice of all wiſe 
Lawgivers, who have arm'd their own 4, 


Laws with this Authority, and imagin'd 


that ſuch as would not yeild to Human 


, * 1 4 ol 
. 5 


e. 
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not fail to ſubmit to the Divine. An un- 
reaſonable and ſtubborn Man may Eſteem 
a Law hard, whoſe matter is indifferent, 


who can gainſay a Law grounded upon 
the clear Words of the Goſpel ? Surely no 


Goſpel juſtify Law-givers in paſſing ſuch a 
Law? Without doubt with all Chriſtians. 
Such would juſtify the Authours of ſuch 4 
Law, (and I hope there are great Num- 
bers of theſe; ) but khowſoever this hap- 
pen'd, I am more certain, that the Au- 
thour of the Goſpel himſelf would juſtify? 
n... 12 


And why Men ſhould not ſee as great t: 
a Neceſſity for ſuch a Law, as for other t! 


ce 
as 


that enforce outward Conformity at leaf t! 
to the Precepts of the Goſpel, is not ce 
eaſie to imagine. The backwardneſs oF be 
Men, to obey this Precept of our Savio fc 
in regard to the Clergy, hath been ob w 
ſerved before, and conſequently the ne ſo 


ceſſity, that ariſes from thence, for it. Nei 
ther is there leſs neceſſity from the Moy 
ment of the thing it ſelf, For whatſoe 
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ver Men think, I hope few will ſay, that 


4 : 


or Moment to the State. 


iſe Preaching of the Goſpel is of little good 


upon us by the Divine Laws. Some rich 
Men, who have a ſenſe of Religion, would 
* be influenc'd by thoſe Laws, and, upon 
their ſole Authority, would doubtleſs con- 
tribute to the ſupport of the Poor. But 


4 for the Poor, and conſequently, why are 
they not left ſolely to the Protection of 


have no great Security in this. Many Rich 
Men are not mightily overaw'd by Divine 


17 Authority, and moſt Nations ſee, if this 


were all the Poor had to Truſt to, they 
Laws joyn and concur with the Divine 


you not give the Clergy the like Advan- 
tage, or, more properly, why will you not 
take equal care to ſupport and enforce 


the Clergy's ſubſiſtence, as thoſe that con- 
cern the ſubliſtence of the Poor? You have 
been been very induſtrious for good Laws 
for the better ſupport of the Poor, why 
will you not endeavour at one for the 
ſupport of your Clergy? You keep them 
upon a Foot, that the Poor cannot de- 
pend upon. What Interpretations ſnall your 
Clergy make of this, but that you eſteem 
: | 6 then 


Relief of the Poor is a Duty bound 


why is not this thought Security enough 


the Divine Laws? Certainly, becauſe they 


would frequently ſtarve. Hence Human 


for the ſubſiſtence' of the Poor. Why will 


the Precepts of the Goſpel, which concern 


2k 
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An Apolory for the Clergy, 
them good for nothing? The Sum is this. 
You would have the Clergy. maintain'd, 
So would J. And becauſe I would have 
them ſure of a Maintenance, I would have 
a Law to oblige Men to it, becauſe l am, very 
politive, as the World goes, this gives the 


Clergy the greateſt Security, and there 1s. 
no Security without it. Neither can ſuch _ 
a Law be complain'd of by Chrilttaus, and 
Church Men, as unreaſonable, becauſe ground- 


ed upon the Laws of Gd. | 
_ Secondly, You would have the People 
free as to the Maintenance of the Clergy 
or not, as their Conſciences ſhall diſpoſe 
them. But 1 defire you to coalider , 
that our Anceſtours were not of this 


Opinion, they raiſed their Clergy to, 8 
an equal Security with themſelves. And 
ſince the Reformation throughout all parts 


ON 7 
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of the Kingdom, unleſs in the caſe of ab- 


bey Land, there is ſomething (although in 


many places abundantly too little,): that 
the Clergy have a Right ta, and can reco- 


ver at Law. And further. upon the back- 


wardneſs of People, not only to give them 


any thing, according to your Scheme, but 
even to afford them their juſt Rights, 


ProteſtantParliaments have from time to time 
cnacted new Laws, aſſerting ſtill their Rights, 
and attording more Expeditious and Eaſie 
ways of recovering them. Now here I 
mult entreat the favour of you to con- 
ſider, and anſwer me to a few Qneſtions. 


Firit, What is your, Opinion of thoſe Laws 


L 
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in the Country, that aſſert and ſupport. 
the Clergy's Right ? Do you eſteem thoſe 
Laws reaſonable or-not? Or, in other 
Words, was it well done at, firſt, to give 
the Clergy any thing, that they might call 
their own? Was it well done in King Henry 
the 8th, that he was pleas'd to leave them 


any thing at all? Was it well done of our 


Parliaments ſince, to continue ſome of 
thoſe dues, and by new. Acts to prevent 
their coming all to nothing? If it be your 
Opinioa that the Clergy ought to have 


ſome legal Rights in the Country, and 


thoſe Laws are good and equal there, I 


pray ſhew me a good Reaſon why the 


Clergy ſhould not have ſome legal Rights 


in Towns, why ſuch Laws would not be 


as good and cqual there? If you allow 


Thar the People did well in laying a Foun- 


dation for ſome Rights for the Clergy 


: Anciently, what ſhould be the Reaſon 


that you ſhould not do as well, in en- 


deavouring at the ſame now ? If the Houſe 


of Commons formerly is to be Commend- 


ed and Thank'd, in your Judgmear, far 


paſſing Acts, which render'd the Clergy 


| leſs precarious in Country places, would 
| you blame the preſent Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, ſhould they in their ſingular 
_ Wiſdom, and Generoſity, and Zeal to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, paſs an Act which would 


render the Clergy in your Town not 
quite ſo precarious az they are at preſent ? 


3 4 if 
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If you would blame them for ſuch a thing; 


I hope you would be pleas'd to ſhew a 
good Reaſon for it, and convince us, why 


the Clergy's being upon a Foundation of 


Right and Law in your Town ſhould be 


leſs uſeful than in the Country. 


Or do you believe, and will you ſay, 
Laws for the Clergy's ſubſiſtence are good 
and uſeful no where? Were it beſt to 
have the Clergy as dependent in the Coun- 
try, as in your Town? I ſhould fancy you 


will hardly give your ſelf leave to aſſert 


ſuch a thing. For in it you would re- 


flect upon the Wiſdom of the Nation, 


upon King, Lords and Commons, who, as 


1 ſaid, from time to time, have paſs'd Acts 
to preſerve and recover thoſe dues, and, 


without which, the Clergy there too, would 


ſoon have been upon this Goſpel Foun- 


dation, (as you apprehend it) and al- 
though they had had a Right, it would have 
ſignity'd little. Yea in ſuch a Notion you 
reflect upon the piety of all ſuch as have, 


or ſhall give any Legacies for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of the Church or Clergy. Which 


were altogether needleſs, with reſpect to 
the preſent, or I fear future times, there 


being no danger at preſent of Mens 
Tranſgreſſing in Acts of, Liberality to the 


Cleryy, it being a very rare thing now 


to find a Rich Man at his Death paying 


his Paſtour the leaſt inſtance of common 


Eſteem 
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Etſteem and Reſpect, (although it may be he 
7 hath been pinching and defrauding him 


of what the Law makes his Right, for Twen- 


ty or Thirty Years together.) So that to 
reflect upon ſuch a ſort of piety, were 
= utterly needleſs, without Ground or Foun- 


dation. But all this is little. Had the 
2 Clergy no Right in the Country, and were 


the People entirely free as to this, whence 


ſhould ariſe their ſubſiſtence? It muſt be 
own'd,that the People are very averſe to pay, 
what the Law requires of them, and hardly 
gat many places, can the Clergy live even 
with the Protection of the Laws, but how 


could they live without them? I am very 
| poſitive, in too many places, were not 
the Clergy's Maintenance fixt by Law, there 


would be no fuch thing as a Maintenance 
for them. From whence I make no doubt , 
but you diſcern very bad Conſequences to 
ariſe, even to the Church it ſelf. For 
where few or no Paſtours of Worth and 
Ability are, (as there are not likely to be 
many, where there is nothing to main- 
tain them) what will become of Chriſtia- 
nity, and the Eſtabliſh'd Church? I grant 
the People might ſet up fome ſtrange 
things in their ſtead, but theſe fancies 


would not pleaſe, you being a very geod Chri- 


ſtian and Zealous Church-man. If theſe 
Conſiderations . prevail with you, to eſteem 


thoſe Laws about Tythes Good, Uſeful 


and Neceſſary in the Country, I deſite you 
to employ your thoughts, + whether they 
| 2 | EYE: TE may 
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No Argu- 
ment can 
be drawn 
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nity, a- 
gainſt the 
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may not prove as Uſeful and Neceſtury | . b 


in your Town. Whatſoever you can pro- 


duce for their Uſctulneſs and Neceſlity in 


5M 
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the Country, will, if I miſtake not, prove 


them as Uſeful, if not as Neceſſary in a 


Town. 


Thirdly, You mention often Primitive 
Chriſtiaaity, which had no Laws, you ſay, Þ 
as to the ſubſiſtence of the Clergy. Now | 


I muſt tell you, that 1 ſuſpect very much, 
you miſtake as to ſome parts of Primitive 


Chriſtianity, or at leaſt will not ſtand to 
them. The Primitive Chriſtians were in- | 


deed without ſecular Laws as to this, and 


no marvel, (for you ſee they were with- 


out many other things, without ſuch 


Churches, as we have now, Cc.) But not 


out of Choice, bat Neceſſity. And you 
are too Wiſe a Man to think that the 
Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, which 


Perſecution and the hardſhip of the times 


forc'd upon them, are to be a Rule to us. 
For then you muſt part with ſundry con- 
veniencles, which, 1 dare preſume, you 


would fondly retain. 80 that the Pra- 


ctices of the Primitive Chriſtians are to 


be read and follow'd with ſome ſort of 
| Judgment and Diſcretion. | | 


They YN not. have Laws' in Fiyour 
of the Clergy, themſelves, nor their Re- 


ligion, becauſe they wanted Power. But 
did 
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Of the City of Briſtol. 
did they therefore want a Will? 1 am 


pretty poſitive of the Contrary. Yeal 


am poſitive, that they would have very 
well lik'd ſuch a Law, as the Clergy are 
now upon, had it been propoſed, and the 
times afforded any proſpect of carrying 
it. And ſee how 1 prove it: ' 


The Charity and Generoſity of the 


Firſt Chriſtians were extraordinary. We 


ſce they parted with their whole Eſtates, 
reſerv'd to themſelves a property in no- 


thing. All went into the Common Stock, 


for the ſupport of Chriſtianity, the Clergy, 
and their Brethren. And can it be be- 
lieved, that Men of ſuch a Principle, who 
yeilded up all to the Direction of the. 
Guides of the Church, and that without 
reſerye or a Power of recalling it, (for it 
is to be noted, the Primitive Church did 


not labour to gratify Peeviſhneſs or Hu- 


mour in Men, or afford Licence, to give 


to Day, and take away to Morrow) I fay, 
can it be believed, that Men who parted 


thus freely with all, ſhould be capable of 
mighty Scruples and Difficulties, as to the 
parting with the leaſt pittance of their 
Eſtates to the ſame ends? or complain 
of Impoſitions and Hardſhips, in being 
obliged to do that by a Temporal Law, 
which before they thought themſelves ob- 
liged to do by a Divine one, and which 


diſpoſed them to do vaſtly more in the 


lame 
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An Apology for the Clergy, | 
ſame kind than Human Authority required 
of them. What would therefore the 


Primitive Chriſtians have done on ſuppo- 


ſition of ſuch a Law. Certainly they 
would have rejoyced in it, that the Chri- 
ſian Church and Clergy were become ſo 


much the concernment of the publick. We | 


have good proof I ſay of this, in that they 


were fo ſenſible of their Duty in theſe parti- 
_ culars, that they did a great deal more. 
than this, or any other Law would have 


obliged them to. 


For certainly the primitire Chriſtians 


were not ſuch weak and giddy Men, as to 


take Offence, and Eſteem their Freedom 


abridged in being Bound by Law, to do 
that, which they thought their indiſpen- 


ſable Duty to do, previouſly to ſuch a Law, 


and which they did, and would abun- 
dantly practice without it. Tis abſurdity 
enough one would think to ſcruple Con- 
formity to a Law, that enjoyns things 
indifferent; but to ſcruple Conformity to 


a Law, which enjoyns the practice of 


(a) 1 Tim 


te V. H. 


what a Man Eſteems his great Duty, 
ſeems beyond all meaſure Ridiculous. The 
Primitive Chriſtians knew very well the 
aim of thoſe Laws, which upheld out- 


ward Conformity to Divine ones, and for 


whom they were eſpecially intended and 
made, &c. (a) For the Lawleſs and dif- 
obedient, for the Ungodly and for Sinners, for 
5 . Unholy 
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Unholy 'and Profane, &c. And I would in- 
treat you to conſider this, who Eſteem 

it your Duty to give bountifully to your 

Paſtour, and yet oppoſe the preſent Act. 

You proceed upon a ſuppoſition here, that 
Human Laws make that a bad thing, 
which you eſteem'd excellently good without 
them, or in other words, you are not wil- 
ting to be bound by Law to do that, 
which you wonld have been very willing 
to do, yea, and a great deal more with- 
out a Law. Can you excuſe this from 
ſtrange Humour and Conceit? But to go 
On. 


Becauſe the ſubſiſtence of the Clergy, 

in the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel, was 

not Eſtabliſn'd by Human Authority, do 

you imagine. the Clergy then to have been 

in the ſame mean and ſcandalous Condi- 

tion as in your Town? This is another 
great miſtake, even in thoſe Calamitous 
times of the Church, the Chriſtians would 

not endure to ſee this. They look'd upon 

them as their Spiritual Directours and Fa- 
thers, and therefore they could not but 

Love and Reverenee them, to both which 

the dependency, you plead for, were very 

Vnnatural. They therefore lifted them to 
as high an Honour, as their circumſtances 

would permit; () of the publick Money (4) Jug. 

of the Church, they made the Superiour Marctyr. 
| Clergy the Treaſurers and Diſpenſers, they 1. Ap! . 
zudg d of the Exigencies and Neceſſities of 

2 others, 


ing. | 
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others, rather than others of theirs, whicli 
was a Poſt of great Truſt and Diſtinction, 
and made others in ſome meaſure dependent 
upon them, as all the Charity of the Church 
was very much iſſued out by their Di- 
rection or Order. I know very well, that 
this will not ſound right to you, the Cler- 
gy now being rarely allow'd the Honour 
ol beſtowing a Penny of Publick Money, 


not even the Offerings at the Sacrament, 


(I will not fay for fear of procuring them 


the leaſt Reſpect, but for ſome other Rea- 
ſons) which is a ſtrange Deviation from 


the Primitive Method, and muſt engage 
you doubtleſs rather to imagine the Old 
Chriſtians very Weak Men, (who made 
the Clergy ſo much Maſters of their 
Purſes) than in any degree . to. imitate 
their Example. But then . plead not Pri- 
mitive Pattern, nor think to hide your own 
undecent narrownefs under it. For here 


1 * « 


you cannot ſhelter it. 


And theſe are ſome thoughts, Which ! 
call more General, which may not per- 
haps directly prove the point in Queſtion, 
yet, If I miftake not, have ſome Ten- 
dency towards it, and, if diligently weighed, 
may the better diſpoſe you to give what 
follows the more kind and Impartial hear» 
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You Remember we grant on both ſides, 
that the Clergy ought to be maintain'd. 


We only differ about the Nature of this 


Maintenance. You are of Opinion, it 


ought to be ſmall and Precarious, or as it 
is now in your Town. I am of a quite 


Contrary Perſuaſion, and Eſteem it your 
Duty, both to ſecure and enlarge the In- 


come of your Clergy. We are yet upon 
the Argument of Chriſtianity, and let that 
decide our diſpute. Now Chriſtianity or 
the New »Teſtament very evidently Di- 
ctates a few things in regard to the Cler- 
gy, and their Office, which will go near, 
believe, to reſolve the point. 
Firſt, Chriſtianity makes the Office of a 
Clergy-man very Honourable. You be- 
liere without any Difficulty, that the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles were Perſons inveſted 
with a very extraordinary Character, were 
nothing leſs than Heavenly Embaſſadours, 


The Main- 
tenance of 
the Clergy 
 oughr to be. 
Honou- 
rable. 


ſent, by the Divine Majeſty, with Meſſa- 


ges to Mankind, and to tranſact things 
in his Name. Now none pretend, that 


the preſent Clergy are equal to the Pro- 


phets or Apoſtles, as to infallibility or the 
manner of their Miſſion, yet you and I be- 

lieve, that they are in ſome ſenſe their Suc- 
ceſſoùrs, and conſequently, they have a pe- 
culiar Commiſſion do Preach the ſame Do- 
ctrine the Apoltles Preach'd, although they 
receive 
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receive it at ſecond hand, there being no 
ſuch thing now as immediate Meſſengers | 
from God, they ſupply their room, and 


have the greateſt Authority in things Di- 


vine and ſo come the neareſt the Character 


of the Apoſtles of any Men amongft us. 
For they Preaching the fame Doctrines the 
Apoſtles did, and being ſent or ordained 
to it in the ways that our Saviour hath 


inſtituted, they bring to us the Divine 
Will, and ſo are, in an inferiour ſenſe, ftill | 


God's Ambaſſadours. For this is what makes 
a Divine Ambaſſadour, a Man's being ſent 
of God, to declare to Mankind his Will; 
and although the Spirit doth not ſend the 
Clergy, nor immediately Teach them his 
Will, as it did the Apoſtles, yet both the 
will of God, and their Commiſſion . to 


bring it, they derive from the Scripture 
of which the Spirit was the Authour, and 
in which both ultimately reſt ; although 


this is needleſs. For 1 cannot believe you 
to be of the Profane Principle of the Rights, 


who deſtroys all Diſtinction between the 


Clergy and other Men, and makes them 
as dependent upon the People, as to their 
Office as their Income. Which can be 
true upon no other ſuppoſition, than that 
the New Teſtament contains no Methods 


of conferring on Men the ſacred Office, or | 
only by the voice of the People, which is | 
conceit ſo evidently falſe, that the moſt 


Common Chriſtian, who reads the New 
N Teſtament 


tize, and the like. 


Of the City of Briſtol, 


Teſtament muſt needs ſee it. But what- 
foever the Clergy are, I only deſire here, 
you would Eſteem them Miniſters of Jeſus 
'Chrift, who are in a peculiar manner, and 


according to the Will of God , Impower'd 
to Minifter in Holy things, to Preach, Bap- 
Yeild them only Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, or of Chriſtianity, 
and I will ask. no more; this gives them 


Honour enough for my purpoſe or theirs. 
For you muſt needs acknowledge this ant 
Honourable Employment. 
haye I the leaſt doubt of your ready aſſent 
here. (For what an odd thing were it to 
ſuppoſe, a good Chriſtian under any back- 
| wardnecſs to own that the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel is an Office or Buſineſs of ſome. 


Neither indeed 


Honour.) Now if the Office be Honoura- 


ble, doth it not fcem to you very abſurd, thał 
the outward Condition of ſuch as are in- 
veſted with it, ſhould in no degree cor- 
reſpond thereto? Can you reconcile the 


moſt precarious Condition of Life, meer 
begging, to Honour? The Office of a judge is 
Honourable, becauſe he has his Commiſſion 
from the Queen, he belongs to her, and 
is her Officer, and if we bear true Love 
and Duty to Her Majeſty, this will ens 


gage us to pay all imaginable Reſpe& to 


iuch as repreſent Her. And we know how 
we receive ſuch Officers. But do we not 
all affirm, that a true Miniſter of the Gof- 
pel is an Officer of Jeſus Chriſt, to belong 
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to him, and Preach his Word. And this 
is a great and a high thing. But where 1s 


our ſenſe of this matter, when we 


endea- | 


vour to keep them in a Conditien, that 
will expoſe them to as much Contempt as 
poſſible, and that implies no manner of re- 
gard in us, either to their Perſons or 


Office? 
While I have this Similitude 


under 


Conſideration, (which is not extreamly wide 
of the purpoſe) I cannot avoid reflecting, | 
what an odd thing, it would appear, how 
Prepoſterous to the deſign of their Office, 
ſhould Her Majeſty of Great- Britain ſend 
forth her Judges. and Miniſters, diveſted of 
all outward Ornament, in Rags and other 
Weeds of Humility and Diſgrace, what a | 
comely ſight they would make, and how 


likely to reach the end of their Commiſſion. 


"Tis true, you will ſay, all Princes are wiſer 
than this comes to. But: ſuppoſe that Cu- 
ſtom and Law had fixt the Maintenance of 


ſuch Officers upon the Subject, (as "the 


Laws of Jeius Chriſt have apparently bound 
all Chriſtians to maintain and fupport his 
Miniſters,) and they could very well ſatisfy 
themſelves, in affording them a poor, ſorry 


ſubſiſtence ; would not the Prince 


or Goes 


vernour have juſt reaſon to complain of | 
want of Duty and Reſpect in his People | 
towards himſelf, when they fo unhandſomly | 
treated ſuch as repreſented him ? Becauſe 


fuch an Officer received his Support 


imme- 
diately 


| Of the City of Briſtol. 
diately from the People, ſhould they for- 
ger, that he had any Commiſſion from the 

rince, or any Relation to him, ſhould they 
hence entertain a conceit, that they were 
his Maſters, and ſhorten'd his allowance at 
Diſcretion, as they were pleas'd to inter- 
pret of his deſerts or behaviour, who can 
believe a Wiſe Prince would reckon him- 
ſelf greatly Honour'd in ſuch a Practice? 
Or that ſuch a People greatly reverenced 
his Power, Authority, or Government? The 
Parallel is too obvious to need farther Ex- 
plication. 


© Yet; you believe your Clergy very Ho- 


nourably maintain'd/ I know not indeed 


exactly how it is with them now, but, 


without Offence, let me acquaint you with 
a ſhort paſſage, which in my Opinion, will 


ſomewhat denote the Honourable Eſtate; 


they were formerly in. Not many Years 
ſince, being in your Town, I had the mis- 
fortune to ſee a little of this method, you 
are in, (and deſire, it ſeems, to continue) 
for the ſubſiſtence of your Clergy, upon 
the Miniſter and Officers preſenting them- 


ſelves to ſome and fair and large Houſes in 


the Pariſh, (which ſhould beſpeak no poor 
Inhabitants) what did they obtain ? Inſtead 


of Money, if 1 miſtake not, ſome ſuch 


Words as theſe, Friend, de 1 owe thee any 
thing? Friend, art in want? From other 
ſome, inſtead of a Reward of his Labours 


E's be 
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he had ſounds, which convey'd to my Ears the 
meanneſs of his Preaching,” and Performan- 
ces, the want of Obſequiouſnes and diverſe 
other Crimes, which this Parade gave the 
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1 | People an Happy Opportunity of charging 
Wit. him with; Call i this Honour? | | 
#1 But this, you ſay, process from lane 
We rant and rude Men. Without doubt. And 
. therefore 1 do not much admire at it. But 
75 that Men profeſſing and calling themſelves 
" Church-men, ſhould joyn with the cry of 
11 ſuch People, and be influenced by them, 
Fl in order to keep their own Clergy under 
«i ſuch a miſerable dependency, and to ex- 
. poſe them to ſo much Contempt, this, give 
. N me leave to tell you, 1s really matter r of won 
; PW” der LO me. 
'+ [HF HE 
. Truly tlie Heathens much exceeded us 
1 in this, and, 'tis to be feared, will riſe up 
1 in the Day of Judgment and Condemn us. 
WH: For they ſo reverenced the ſacred Office, 
11 _ Men of the higheſt ſtations, Kings and 


Emperours thought it not Unworthy. of 
WES, them, but a great Addition to their other 
1 Honours And in all Heathen Countries, 
U | we ſhall find the People's Reſpect to their 

1 Clergy have ever born ſome ſort of Pro- 
portion to the Opinion they have enter- 

tain'd of their Gods and Religion. If they 


. | thought their Religion true, they could 
not but embrace ths i cachers of it very 
cordially, 
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cordially, which Naturally render'd them : 

not envious, but fond of their Proſperity, 

and willing to gratify them in all reaſona- 

ble Requeſts or Inclinations. And it is 

really Lamentable to Obſerve, that to be 

related to a falſe Divinity, a falſe Worſhip 

ſhould be able to conciliate a greater E- 

ſteem, than to be. Miniſters of The true 

God, and true Religion. An Argument. 

certainly that the People of thoſe times 

more: believed, more depended upon, a. 

falſe God, a falſe Religion, than Chriſti- 

ans do now upon a true one. Yet there is 

ſome Account to be given of this change 

in Mens minds. The Heathen Religton be- 

ing Falſe and Idolatrous, it became the In- 

tereſt then of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, to 

incite the People to a mighty Veneration of 

its Prieſts, as a means to fupport and con- 

_ tinue it, whereas now the People being in 

the Poſſeſſion of the true Religion, Dia- 

bolical Policy Works the Contrary Way, 

inſpires Men with a Contempt of its. 

Teachers, as a ſure way to deſtroy its 

Effects. In both which, Men are exceed- 

ingly abuſed and miſled. But to remark to Ze 

you farther. 1 

| | | | | ou7hs to be 
Secondly, Chriſtianity, if we believe it ſuch, «s 

true, will oblige us to afford the Clergy ſuch my enable 

a Maintenance, as may render them capa- =_ wer 

F . 1 . teliſcharre 

ble of well diſcharging their Office, or % Hul 

themſelves incxcuſable, if they do not. If f rei 

he r there 0ffce, 


* 
. 


c 2 


r I n- — — 
7 
7 


oy — 
— 8 — 
* rent . ö . 
n — A, "SAS Zh. A'S * 
- * 2% —— — 2 — \ — 


9 


A Apology for the C lergy, 


there be any outward Advantages, that (as 


the World is diſpoſed,) will the better ena- 
ble them to obtain the- ends of their Of- 


fice, and do good in it, in my Opinion, it 
ſhould be our incumbent Duty to confer 


them, or elſe our Zeal for Chriſtianity it 


felf will come into Queſtion. Now many 


are the Duties of a Clergy-man, eſpecially 


thoſe of Inſtructing, Exhorting, Reproving, 
Convincing Gain-ſayers, Cc. And can you 
believe, that a poor Precarious Condition 
is as good a Qualification to recommend 


their Diſcourſes to others, as the Contra» 


Ty? Is it likely, that as great Attention 
mould be given to the Words of a Poor, 
as a Rich Man? To fancy ſuch a thing, 


were to Renounce both Scripture and Com- 


mon Senſe and Experience, all which too 
plainly ſhew us, that 4 Poor Man is likely 


to paſs but for a very Poor Teacher. 


It argues indeed a very great Weakneſs 
in Human Nature, to be liable to ſuch 
groſs miſtakes, and were all Men Wiſe and 


Good, the {ame diſcourſe would have the 


ſame Effect, whether it proceeded from a 
Rich or a Poor Man, from a Parſon or a 
Curate, from an Arch-Biſhop, or a Presby- 
ter, bat it is folly to deal with Mankind, 
according to Wiſe Speculations, of what 
Ought to be, and not according to Fact 
and Experience, And according to what 
we ſee, it appears very plain, that no- 
thing wilt ſooner teach us to Contemn, to 


think 


Of the City of Briſtol. 


think meanly of others, than their Pover- 


ty. Once we entertain a notion of ano- 


ther, that he is our dependent, that all he 
has comes from us, that he and his Family 
live upon our free Bounty, and we can 
ſtarve them all, when we pleaſe : Certainly 


ſuch a one is not enough on a level with 


us, to Counſel,to Expoſtulate the caſe with 
us to any purpoſe, to oppoſe us much in 


points of ſo tender and Delicate a Nature, 


as our way of living, or the Errours of our 
Underſtanding or Belief. For we mult 
know little of our ſelves, not to know, 
how outward Advantages are apt to make 
us all abound in our own Senſe and Under- 


ſtondings, and conſequently, when a Poor 


Curate argues with a Rich Pariſhioner,what 
Submiſſion he is to pay to his Notions, as 


well as his Quality, and if he would re- 


tain his good Opinion, how abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary it is to be foyl'd frequently in Argu- 
ment by him, or in other Words, to let 
him alone in his Errours, Follies and Vi- 
Ces. 


ſay, I ever met with a Man of ſo clear and 
Ingenuous a Spirit, of whom 1 could verily 
believe, that (according to the Wile Man) 
he Sincerely lov'd Cenviction and Reproof. It 
argues good Temper, good Breeding in 
another, to be able to contain his Anger 
and Reſentment, under no unkind nor un- 

I r manner!) 


In my little Converſation, 1 can hardly 
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mannerly an Oppoſition, and very fre- 
quently it ſhall lodge a ſowerneſs and an 
Averſion, which although not for the pre- 


ſent, yet afterwards, ſhall abundantly ap- 
pear, when we want ſuch a ones Kindneſs 


or Aſſiſtance! And this being, I thiak, a 
Corruption, that too Univerſally pervades 
Human Nature, CI might ſay all unrege- 
nerated Nature,) moſt Men certainly being 
exceedingly fond and tenacious of their 


own Opinions and Ways, be they good or 
bad, it follows, that the more dependent 
any Man is upon them, that is concern'd 
by his Office and Duty, to Counſel to in- 
ſtrut, to rebuke or undeceive them, the 
greater Byaſs are ſuch hearers likely to give 


his Underſtanding and Actions: Under the 
ſtronger Temptations is ſuch a Teacher 


likely to be, to form his Notions and Diſ- 
courſes, more according to the palate of his 
Hearers, than his own Conſcience, and the 
Word of God. And for Reaſons very Ob- 


vious one is a fear of diſobliging, which 


draws after it Conſequences of no indiffe- 
rent Nature, loſs of Reputation and Main- 
tenance, which in your method, depends 


_ entirely upon the, People's good Opinion 


and Will, which, is not always to be pro- 


cured in a way of ſtrict Duty and Conſci- 


cnce. But unleſs you ſhould wonder at this, 
I will imagine a Caſe. Suppoſe a Man of 
great Intereſt and Riches in his Pariſh, to 


Be a Socinian, a Drunkard, or an Adulterer „ 


Shall 
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Shall the Paſtour Preach againſt thoſe Er- 
rours in Opinion or Practice? It is his Du» 
ty; who doubts it? But he diſobliges a Pa- 
riſhioner of great Authority amongſt his 
Neighbours, looſes his Countenance and Pro- 
tection, not only the Yearly bounty of ſuch a 
Man, (which he can very illy ſpare) but 
very probably of ſeveral others, with whom 
ſuch a one has an Allyance or Friendſhip, 
or intercourſe in a way of Trade. So that 
it muſt be own'd, ſuch a Man may prove a 
| very ill Inſtrument in a Pariſh. That this 
ſhould put a Teacher under ſome Reſtraint, 
| that it ſhould inſpire him with too Favou- 
rable Sentiments of ſuch Errours, that it 
| ſhould diſpoſe him to ſpeak very ſparingly, 
Gently, and Tenderly of them, with ſuch 
a ſoftneſs, that rather Encourages, than 
Diſcountenances them, in a Word, that 
hence a Teacher, ſhould be capable of ma- 
ny mean and baſe Complyances, Prevari- 


cations, and Connivences, is not at all to be 


wonder'd at, if we conſider, as we ought, 
that Teachers are but Men, Men of the 
ſame Make and Paſſions with our ſelves, and 
that the Importunitics and Wants of a Wife 


and Children are very ſenſible and urgent 


Temptations. 


So that, in my Opinion; according to the 
ordinary courſe of things, in nothing can 
2 Pariſh more conſult, and deſign their own 


zeal Spiritual hurt, than in having their 


Teacher 
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are all Clergy-men liable to, (and do oftner 
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rang and Directly tends to have an uſe- 

leſs and Inſignificant Paſtour, that is more | 7 
likely to ſooth them in their Vices and : 
Errours, (if they have any, which, I will pre- 
ſume, may be poſſible) than oppoſe, unde- 
ceive, or reform them. What can they aim 
at in ſuch a Fancy, but to have themſelves 
cajoled and flattered, rather than tem In- 
ſtructed and Edify'd? 2 


What is it we all more Abhor, hdd that 
very juſtly) than Perſecution? We therefore 
call the Law made under King Charles the 
Second, which exacted conformity to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church under Penalties, Perſc- 
cution. Now one Evil Ingredient in Perſc- 
cution, and not the leaſt, is, that it is apt 
to deter Men from an open Profeſſion of 
Doctrines, which they verily in their Con- 
ſciences believe true. And therefore the 
Scripture terms ſuch forcible Impoſitions, 
Tryals or Temptations. For a Man to looſe 
his Goods for owning Doctrines, he verily I 
believes to be Divine, what is this, but an 
inferiour ſort of Perſecution ? But a Temp- 
tation to make Shipwrack of his Faith and | 
Conſcience. Now this ſort of Perſecution 


undergo, perhaps, than you are aware of, ) | 
who entirely depend upon the Will and Hu- 
mour of the Pariſhioners for a Maintenance ? 


1 do ny" believe, that they have ſome- 
times 


1 Of the City of Briſtol. 

times ſuffer'd as much for freely owning 
Doctrines, and acting in purſuance of them, 
(Doctrines they have thought Divine) as 


ad others have, that have made ſore, (and for 
\ pught I know juſt) complaints cf Perſecu- 
70 ion. It is certainly a ſad thing, that Men 


Mouths! That every Man apprehends it 
almoſt his Right, to be uncentroulable, 
and, as it were, as Biſhop in his own Pa- 
Wiſh / That no Man muſt be oppoſed, with- 
ut receiving Offence! The Paſtour is not 
infallible, ſo neither are the People. But 
certainly the Paſtour is as likely to be in 
the Right, has as good a Warrant to pro- 
feſs his own Judgment and Conſcience as 
Ko things Divine, and that without being 
liable to a loſs of Maintenance, as the 


ſure Proteſtantiſm never deſign'd to diſarm 
Divines of all degrees of Authority, nei- 
ther when it turn'd one Pope out of the 
Church, did it intend, another way, to let 


po Itae Body, than in the Head. 

As the Maintenance of a Clergy-man 
ft) Wought to be ſuch, as Naturally lays no 
0 * Temptation in his Way, as to the per- 
. ; (formance of his Duty, ſo likewiſe ought it 
de. io render him capable of exerciſing ſeve- 
cs ral Virtues, proper to his Function, ſuch 


vill haye Teachers, and yet ſow up their 


People, or elſe it were very ſtrango. Be 


in many, neither is it more ealy or more 
Rational, to place a ſort of infallibility in 
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as Charity, Hoſpitality, and the like. As 
no Virtues give a Clergy-man greater In- 
fluence and Reputation, ſo none do the 


People more violently expect from him, are 


more fond of ſeeing him diſplay. To give 

Pountitully, ſay Poor and Rich, belongs to 
the Office of a Clergy-man. So that Men 
under whatſoever Wants and Diſtreſles, | 
ſhall be ſure to apply to the Miniſter of | 
the Pariſh for Relief, among a multitude 


of Wealthy Men, if an indigent Perſon can 


but eſpy a Clergy-man, he ſhall paſs all the 
reſt by, and faſten upon him; in which 
Caſes, as well as in innumerable others, not 


to give, expoſes his Character: For while 
Men expect ſuch an exceſs of Charity from 
the Clergy to themſelves or others, they 


ſhall be ſure to expreſs very little of it to 


them, but whatſoever the cauſes of their 
not giving may really be, 1t ſhall aſſuredly 
be imputed to a ſordid and covetous Diſ- 
poſition, the worſt infamy that can ordi- 


narily light upon a Clergyman, aud which 


yet the People, out of their extream Love 
and Charity, ſhall be always ready to be- 


Further, the acquaintance of a Clergy- | 
man is uſually very large, his Friendſhips. 

lye among Men of the better Faſhion, a | 
good intercourſe muſt there be among, the | 
beſt of his Pariſhioners and himſelf, in 


order to diſcharge his Duty well, and en- 
N 5 gage 


Wo 


, theCity of Briſtol. 
age their Opinion. Now where this good 
underſtanding and correſpondence prevails, 


As (as is always ought to do) the Civilities 
In- Hand Reſpects are, and will be mutual be- 
the Wtween them; the Paſtour cannot receive 


kind and courteous Treatment from his 
Pariſhioners, without thinking himſelf ob- 
to Wliged to return in ſome mealure the ſame. 
len Neither indeed will he well otherwiſe 
es, Manſwer the Expectations of his Friends, 
of which are likely to be very Numerous, 
ide he being not at that Liberty to Select and 
All Wconfine his Acquaintance, and proceed with 
the that nice Diſt inction, that others may, 
ich where many equally deſire and deſerve his 
wt MConverſation and Friendſhip, and from 
ne Eyhich, none without Offence and Injuſtice 
om can be excluded, and laſtly, when in 
ey point of Duty, he is obliged to expreſs the 
to lame courteſy, the ſame civil Reſpects to 
elr all. And hence for one vilit, that Men in 


ily other Common Profeſſions are likely to receive, 


a Clergy-man of any Worth or Note, is izely 
di- to receive many, Who as they appear to him 
of the Number of his eſpecial Friends and 
Benefactours, ſo they fail not to account 
themſelves, and expect to be uſed. Hence 
it is, that the Scripture, and the Church 
of God, in all Ages, enjoyn Hoſpitality, 


as a Duty eſpecially incumbent upon the 
ips WClcrgy, that Canons enforce it, it being a 
4 thing fo eſſential to the very Nature, aud 
he Wdcizn of their Office, ſo unavoidable to 
il their Station, that they cannot drop it, 
N= | x 
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10 be agree. That common People have received touchy 


how, 


An Apology for the C lergy, 
without intollerable meanneſs, without fal 
ling into Scandal and Contempt. 


Are theſe Virtues that become a Clergy - 


man ? That give him any Name and Repu 


tation? Or doth the World expect them 


from him? I imagine, you agree with the 


reſt of Mankind about this, and expect the 
ſame Virtues from the Clergy, that other; 
do. But then Men of your Principle 
ihould ſeriouſly conſider, which way, accord- 
ing to your Scheme, they ſhould be capa 
ble of performing them, when it is moſt 
apparent, that their circumſtances are often 


ſo extreamly narrow, that they can very 


hardly afford a common Charity to the Poor 
or an agreeable civility to the Rich, withou 
real detriment to themſelves, or Families, 
I mind you here of things, that they ne. 
ver mind you of, neither indeed is it fi 
they ſhould. _ CE | 


De Miin= Thirdly, I ſhall obſerve to you but one 
tenance of thing more, (although many might be ur- 
tbe Clergy ged,) which Chriſtianity dictates in behall 
erg5r 1 of the Clergy, and that is, due conſidera: 


e to rbe ing the buſineſs of a Clergy-man, implies 
Naw? ſo much eaſe, that were it true, thein 
and great- | | GR xr 
neff Pretenſions could be but little, it muft 
eh:ir ork intitle them, but to a very ſmall Reward 
nd La- And again were Books, hard ftudy, com 
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Of the City of Briſtol. 
poſing Sermons, yea, Meditation in order 
to Preach or Pray, Unneceſſary, according 
to the Opinion and Practice of Exthuſtaſts, 


had our Divines all things immediately 


from the Spirit, without any previous 
Thought or Conſideration, and uttered 
nothing in publick, but what came into 


their Heads upon the Spot, the -Labours 


and Pains of a Clergy-man, would dwindle 
into a meer Bodily Exerciſe, or (Pardouing 
the Expreſſion) into a little Sweat once or 


twice a Week, Happy Men, who are ſo 


gifted, who are Teachers without Pains, 
without Books, without Reading, whom 


the People Embrace for Divines upon ſuch 


caſie Terms! Divinity, alaſs, (although 


| their Profeſſion) takes up very little of the 


time of ſuch Men, a ffords room enough to fol- 
low Woridly Employments, Merchandiſe 
and Trade, and they do well in following 
them, for what elſe would they have to 
do ? | 


With our. Divines it is far otherwiſe, 
we ſhould hardly be contented, if they 
would, with ſuch Extemporary, Empty 
Effuſions and Harangues. Our beſt Hearers 
require of them the Underſtanding of Lan- 
guages, and eſpecially of thoſe in which 
the Scriptures were at firſt pen'd, they ex- 


pea they ſhould be well acquainted with 


the Writings of the Fathers, as well as in 
more modern Books of Divinity, to which 
| | | they 
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An Apology for rhe C krey; 
they are not to paſs immediately, but 


through innumerable Tracts of Hiſtory, 


Philoſophy, both Natural and Moral, both 


Ancient and Modern, not without the help 


of Claſſicks, Poetry, Logick, Rhetorick, 


Criticiſm, and divers other Arts, all which | 
Divinity frequently wanteth, and many a 


good Divine Poſſeſſes, and often makes uſe 
of, not for vain Oſtentation and Shew, but 


with real Advantage to his Hearers, to In- 


form, to convince the Judgment, to move 


and enflame the Paſſions, by a Copiouſneſs, 


by a delicate Order, and Arrangement, and 


juſtneſs of Thoughts and Expreſſions, which 


a Man, barren of this Knowledge, will 
never reach: For as great difference ap- 
peareth to an underſtanding hearer between 
the diſcourſe and ſtyle of an empty de- 
claimer, and of a truly Learned Man, as 
between a Suit of gaudy Tinſel, and the 


_ moſt Rich and Precious Attire, the coun- 
terfeit in one, and the other, may ſurprize 
the ſight of the Ignorant, but not of the 


curious, and knowing, in thoſe matters, come 
cloſer to the one, Ad miration ceaſes, but 
never ſo cloſe to the other, it ſtill increaſes, 
where Riches vie with Art. - 


Certainly, the Labour of a Divine in the 
Pulpit, which we are apt to imagine the 
greateſt, is, in Truth, the leaſt of all. To 
Pronounce well, is not near ſo iaborious as 
to be able to compoſe well; and of this 

| we 
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we ſhouid be eaſily convinc'd, did we but 
Attempt to Write our Thoughts on any 
Subje in an agreeable and orderly manner; 
we ſhould find them Poor, Low, and Bar- 
ren, at leaſt others would, and fit to move 
nothing in Hearers, unleſs peradventure 
their Spleen, their Contempt, or Laughter. 
In a Word, there is more Reading, Know- 
ledge, judgment, Application of Mind re- 
quired, to give the Arguments of Chriſtia- 
nity their juſt and proper Weight and 
Advantage, than Ordinary Men underſtand 
or (ſay what I can, 1 am ſenſible) are 
willing to believe. And yet this is a con- 
{tant Perpetual Duty (I had almoſt ſaid task 
upon a Clergy-man) for ito hear the ſame 
Sermon twice 1s offenſive, and we impute 
to Lazineſs in a Preacher: So that to ſa- 
tisfy our Ex pectation and Curiolity in this 


Particular, he had need to be always in his 


Study. 


And yet his Duty, and our own Deſires 
will not permit that. His Buſineſs calls 
him much abroad too, to viſit the Sick, 
and on Sundry other occaſions. Which 
we reckon generally to be his Duty and 
Office to underſtand, without any Intima- 


Wtion from us. 80 that if he be not preſent, 
Wjult at the point of time of any diſorder 


in our Families, we conceive it wondrous 
ſtrange. So that partly between his real 


Duty, and our Extravagant Ano ons 
8 — 
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An Apology for the Clergy, 
of it, I profeſs ſincerely, I know of no Im- 
ployment, no Profeſſion, that admits of leſs 
Relaxation. This is part of his Labour, 
what is, and ought to be his Reward ? 


I think all Imployments and Profeſſions 
are conſider'd and encourag'd, with ſome 
ſort of Proportion to the Notions we 
have of their Worth and Uſefulneſs, as 
they make for the Publick Good, or as 
they are rare Endowments, and require 


great Application, in order to attain 


them. We cannot well be without Men 
compleatly skill'd in Law and Phyſick, and 
co iſider how we Reward them. A Guinea 
for a ſingle viſit or direction of an able 
Phyſician or Counſellour, is not uſually 
accounted an Exorbitant Reward. But 
Five Shillings by ſome, who Eſteem them- 


ſelves no Common Pariſhioners, ſhall be 


thought Reward great enough, not only 
for a ſingle viſit of a Divine, but his Ser- 
mons, his Attendance, Adviſe throughout 
the whole Year. This is marvellous odds, 
Can you fancy you have an Opinion 6 
the Divines Labours, in leaving Men a 
ſuch a ſcandalous Liberty to Reward them 
would fain underſtand, how Divinity 
comes to be at ſuch a low Rate, and 
Price, and eſpecially with Chriſtians : Surely 
it can be accounted for, upon no othe 
Principle, than that Men, calling themſelve 
Chriſtians, Value their Eſtates and Bodil 


Health 


| Of the City of Briſtol. 
Health, much beyond Heaven, and the 
Health of their Souls. 1 


Certainly the Apoſtle St. Paul, when he 
ſo often mentions, in his Writings, that 
Maxim of our Lord, the Labourer is worthy 
of his Hire, did ſuppoſe Chriſtians would 


Reward this Labourer in God's Vineyard 
with ſome agreeableneſs to the Nature of 


his Work and Office, not as Men reward 


the moſt Common and Ordinary, the moſt 


Inſignificant and Uſeleſs Crafts-men. Nei- 
ther let us complain, that Divines have ſet 
ſo high a price upon Divinity, for *tis God 
himſelf hath ſo exalted it. He hath decreed, 
that the Reward of ſuch as Teach it ſhould 
be Honourable. And again. If we have 
ſown unto you Spiritual Things, is it agreat 
thing, that we ſhould reap your Carnal Things ? 


No certainly! It will never be reckon'd ſo 


great a matter, by ſuch as underſtand the 


true value of Spiritual Things. And indeed 


we may talk of valuing Spiritual Things, 
the Reformation and Edification of Mens 


Souls, but who will belteve. it, when we 
will be at no manner of charge about the 


true Preaching of it, when we Reward 
every Thing, better than that ? 


It is true indeed, the Reward of a Di- 


vine, is to be expected at another place, 
and from another hand, (and it is well Di- 


vines believe ſo, or elſe certainly you have 


9 2 little 


«x 


An Apology for the Clergy, 


little Reaſon to expect to ſee many good 


and able ones in your Pulpits) but that 


doth not Exempt Men from a juſt and 
grateful ſenſe of their Labours here. It 
were a very ſtrange reaſoning upon the 
matter, that kecauſe God will Reward 
them in another Life, they will be rewarded 
enough, and we may not charge our ſelves 
about them in this. Although, when we 
more than ſuſpect the ſtraitneſs of their 


_ Circumſtances, it is not improbable, (for 


we dearly Love to ſhift our ſelves of our 
own, and teach Divines their Duty) but 
That we may give them this wholeſom 
Advice, and comfort them under a proſpect 


of a future Reward 3; But in my Opinion 


very abſurdly ; doubtleſs we ſhould more 
conſult our own Honour, as well as Duty 


ia another courſe; I mean inſtead of ſhift- 


ing the matter thus off to God, in giving 
them ſomething our ſelves. Nothing do 
we take more unkindly, than the leaſt 
Complaints from a Divine, than the leaſt 


Expectations from us; this fails not to be 


accounted Worldly, and that he has no o- 
cher Aims, but a little Money, a preſent 
Reward, which preſents him to us under 


an odious Idea, which, in Truth our own, 


and not the Covetouſneſs of the Divine 
excites. For every good Clergy- man is 
duely ſenſible of the Bounty of his great 
Maſter, has infinite Proofs of that, but 
What he wants are Proofs of our Bounty, 

| 8 and 
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Of the City of Briſtol, $2 
and good Will towards him, of our ya- 
lving his Labours and Miniſtry, If we 
| ſhould prove infenſible of this here, he 
knows very well, that God will not here- 
after. But who is to be thank'd for that? 


Certainly God, and not we. 


If ſuch an Expectation in a Clergy-man 
would neceſſarily conclude him Covetous, 
it would have involv'd the Apoſtle St. Paul 


in the ſame odious Character. For ke ex- 


pected the ſame grateful ſenſe and return 

from his Converts. (a) He tells the (4) Phil. 
Philippians, among, other things, Worthy of 4. rs. 16. 
Praiſes For even in Theſſalonica, ye ſent once 17. 

and again to my Neceſſity, not becauſe I deſire 


4 gift, (that were exceedingly below fo 


great a mind- as the Apoſtle was endowed 
with) but I defire Fruit that may abound to 
your Account, It was the Duty of the 


| Philippians, and all other Chriſtians, to Ack 


after this manner, and ſurely the Apoſtle, 
and conſequently the. Clergy may preſs 
upon Men their Duty without Coverouſ- 
neſs. So that in throwing our Darts a- 
bout, we ſhould a little better direct them, 
for we know not where they may light, 
inch random Shots may Wound Innocent 
Men, yea, an Apoſtle, inſtead of the bad 


Men the Clergy. 
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An Apology for the Clergy, 


I have done with the Topick of Chriſtia- 
nity, which, I hope yorSſee, is very Fruit- 
ful of Arguments in the preſeat Queſti- 
on. And I know very well, if Chriſt ia- 


nity has real Weight with you, which way 


it will determine you. Inſomuch, that 


you told me your ſelf, not with a little 
wonder, that ſome Men of good Eſtate in 
your Town, and of the Presbyterian Con- 
gregation, were well diſpoſed to ſuch an 


Act, and had ſpoken very kindly of it. 
The meaning of which is very plain. Theſe 
Men, although differing from us, in ſome 
Circumſtantials, yet own our Clergy true 
Miniiters of the Goſpel, and conſequeatly 
deſerving all Proper and Honourable En- 
couragement. The Favourable Opinion 
w hich ſome of them have of this requeſt of 
the Clergy, nothing could more likely 


Induce them to, than a ſteady belief of the 
Chriſtiz2 Religion in general, and a due 
reſpect for the Clergy of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church as true Preachers of it. And as 
the Civil and Genteel, as well as Chriſtian 
carriage of theſe Men deſerve the Com- 


mendation of all, ſo no doubt the Clergy 
have Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Honour e- 
nough to Apprehend it, as an extraordinary 


Favour, and ſet a due value upon it, and 


all ſuch Men: 


Secondly, | 
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Of the City of Briſtol. 
| Secondly, I mention'd another conſidera- 
tion (ſomewhat diſtin& from the . former, ) 


which I thought muſt of neceſſity induce c:urch wil 
you to entertain with more approbatl- == 
on this Requeſt of your Clergy, and that Men, 10 


was your eſpecial Relation to them, as you 
are a profeſt Member of the Church, of 
which they are Paſtours, and to one of 
whom you belong in a cloſe Degree, and 
of whom you ſpeak very affeQionately. 
You ſay, you believe your Miniſter Loves 
you. very well, and you are ſure ( as 
you have reaſon ) that you Love him ſo. 
You live in all Chriſtian Friendſhip, and 
Charity together. Now think you, that your 
Paſtour may not be lyable to take this 
ſomewhat hard, that you are found in 
the Number of his Oppoſers. Were you 
a rigid, and untoward Quaker nay, were 
you his down-right Enemy, and acted thus, 
there might be ſomething, ſaid, it would 
be no more than he might juſtly expect; 


but as you are a Chriſttan, a Member of 


his Church, one of his Flock, his Pariſhi- 
oner, and Friend. think you, all 
this muſt not create him ſome little unea- 
ſineſs? prove ſome diſcouragement to him 


in his Duty? Truly he muſt be an excellent 


Man, if it does not; were I in your caſe, 
I will tell you how it would affect me. 
Could he ſee me after this, I profeſs to 
you ſincerely I ſhould. be aſham'd to ſee 


him, aſham'd and Bluſh, that he ſhould be 
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An Apology for the Clergy, 


able to maintain all the Duties of his Office 


towards me, own and ſerve me {till as hs | 


Pariſhioner and Friend, when I had ne- 


glected all the Duties that this and my 
Relation to him exacted. Conld I fee 
him, adviſe with him in my Afairs, both 
Temporal and Spiritual, after this? This 
I ovght to do, for who is ſo good a 
Friend to me, on whom could I fo de- 


pend and rely ? On whoſe judgment could 


I more fafely confide, than in my Paſt- 


ours and Miniſters? But could I do this ? 
With what Face? God forgive me! I am 


afraid 2 marvelous coldneſs would ariſe 


between us, I doubt, 1 ſhould be tempted 


to break w ith him after this, and endeavour 
to find excuſes for it, and ſo load my Con- 
ſcience ſtill with more Sin, as I fear, many 
of you will do, (as it is natural, where 
we have Injur'd others) if you continue in 
the ſame unreaſonable humour. Certainly 
you never truly Lov'd your Paſtour before, 
or elſe muſt be aſnam'd to profeſs your 


Love and Reipect to him now. 


You Love the Eftabliſh'd Church, ſeek its 


intereſt and welfare, If ſo, of pure conſe- 


quence, one would think, you ſhould be 


zor an honourable Maintenance of its Cler- 


Zy, becauſ2 that certainly tends to the 
Security and Advancement of the Church. 


And if no other thing will convince you of 
his, let . practiſes of her Enemies do it. 
For 


Of the City of Briſtol. 

For whom do you ſuppoſe to be the moſt 
jikely Men to forward this act? I dare 
ſay, you cannot imagine, that the pro- 
feſs'd Enemies of the Church ſhould ſtir 


for it, ſuch as eſteem her Antichriſtian and 
Idolatrous, and who, in pure Principle, are 


bound to Rejoyce at her downfull. It were 
madneſs to expect, that ſuch Men ſhould 
j0yn, in order to obtain greater advanta- 
ges for the Clergy, who, we ſee, deny and 
with-hold thoſe dues their Fore-Fathers 
have ſettled upon them, in contempt of 


Right, all Laws and the Government; why 


do they do this? Or why do you expect the 
ſame Spirit of oppoſition will appear in 
in the preſent Caſe! You can never over- 
{ look this plain and obvious Reaſon, that 
they are againſt the Church; and therefore, 


in Conſcience and Principle, muſt ſet them- 


ſelves, by their Money, Friends, and In- 
tereſt, againſt Laws, that protect and ſe- 
cure the Subſiſtence of its Clergy. Were 


it not a ſtrangely ſenceleſs thing, to be- 


lieve any particular Church greatly er- 
roneous, and, in Virtue of ſuch a perſuaſi- 
on, to wiſh it Reform'd, or Deſtroy'd, 
and yet, at the fame time, induſtriouſly Con- 
tribute towards the Security and Advance- 
ment of its Clergies Advantages and Pri- 
vileges? No real Enemy of the Church, 
vill be guilty of ſuch an inconfiſtency and 
00lery; 


If 
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An Apology for the Clergy, 


If an Opinion' touching the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, that it contains groſſe and deſtru- 
 &ive Errors, will engage Men to oppoſe 
this act, what ſhould a contrary Perſuaſion 
as to the Church, (ſuch as yours is) that it 
is moſt pure and Apoſtolical, I ſay what 
ſhould this do, but have a contrary effect, 
and animate Men with an equal Zeal, to 
promote and carry it? For that true 
Church Men, true Friends, Sons, Lovers of 
the Church, ſhould do the very ſame things, 
that the profeſs'd Enemies of the Church 
would and muſt do, is a ſtrange mark of 
true Church- man- ſhip, and it will be a very 
difficult matter for the Clergy at this rate, 


to know the Churches Friends from her | 


Fnemies, when there is not awhit of differ- 
ence between them, (only in their inconſiſt- 
ency) when the one act according to Princi- 
ple, the other directly againſt it. For 
what can the profeſs'd Enemies of the 
Church deſire more, than to ſee her Cler- 
gy Poor, precarious and contemptible? Is 
this out of Love or ill will to the Church? 
Hardly I ſuppoſe out of Love. But muſt 
the Clergy interpret this ſelf-ſame car- 
riage of profeſs'd Chnrch - men, to pro- 
ceed of pure Love, and Zeal to the 
Church? A pleaſant buſineſs, not to the 
Clergy I mean, but the real Enemies of the 
Church! | | | 


For 
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For God's ſake therefore, once in your 
Lives, deal ingenuouſly, and pur off the 


Mask, and own what you are, whether 


Church-men or not, and whom you embrace 
for real Brethren, whether the Churches 
Friends or Enemies. And ſeeing you are 
much divided in your judgment about true 
Church-men, let Men's approbation or op- 
poſition to this act be admitted as a Teſt, 
amongſt the reſt, to diſtinguiſh them by. 
I know not what, and how your other 
marks are, but this I am ſureis a good one, 
ſay what you will, he that is for keeping the 
Clergy under a Poor and Miſerable depen- 
dency to every individual Soul of the Town, 
muſt have a very weak underſtanding of his 


own, or a very weak Affection for the 
Church. DE Ss 


Thirdly, As you are a Citizen and Mem- 


Mer 


ber of the Corporation, which obliges you 0 79 


to act for the Publick good, you conceive . 


you ought to oppoſe this Act, which very 


this Att, 
k out Of re- 
thing to me, appeareth a ſtrong Argument, gad to the 


why you ſhould promote it. I pray ſtand Publice 


firm to your Profeſſion of following the God of 


good. of the City, and I hope, there will '*©/9- 


be no difference long between us. 


For what ? Will you not eſteem à Learn» 


ed, Ingenious Virruous Clergy, in ſome 


meaſure, to promote the good of your City? 


They 
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They are in the firſt place a great Bleſſing, 
an Ornament and Honour to your City. 


You will conceive ia ſome meaſure the good 
of your City, to conſiſt in your Inhabitants 
being Virtuous and good Men, in their liv- 


ing under the Fear of Almighty God, and 
by the Rules and Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Faith. This draws down upon you from the 
great Governour of the World all other 
Temporal Bleſſings. And ſure a Learned 
and Virtuous Clergy are better qualifi'd 
to influence your People with theſe Princi- 
ples, and Practices, than others leſs able 


and ſufficient. Now what is more likely to 
procure you a ſet of ſuch Men, than a 


handſom creditable Maintenance, which 


ſhews, you deſire and value them? This 


will make your Livings ſought after by ſuch 


Men, and, with your owa care in chooſing, 


and the Bleſſing of God, fill your Churches 


with them. 


For can you reaſonably expect, that'a poor, 
precarious, contemptible maintenance ſhould 
enamour - Wiſe, Virtuous, and Learned Di- 
Vines, of your City? You ought to pardon 
ſuch Men in this, that they are not ſuch 
ideots, but they can diſtinguiſh between 
conditions in this Life, betwcen what you 
call voluntary Contribution, and a liberal, 
zegal proviſion, and, the conſequences of 
che ane and the other, they know very 
well likewiſe. What things a dependency for 
Maintenance includes, you muſt imagine 
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viſe Men know too well, to be fond of it. 
Neither is there any Rule of Chriſtianity, 
that will oblige ſuch Men, to prefer ſuch an 
Eſtate to another, or continue in it, when 
they can eſcape frem it. As for doins good, 
that, they eaſily perceive, is not inconſiſtent 
with a more certain and reputable conditi- 
on, and may be better promoted with it, 


than without it. So that according to your 


preſent way, I muſt conclude, you have 
great luck, if you bays a Learned and In- 
genious Clergy, and greater yet, if you 
keep them, when you have them. For 
if you value not thoſe accompliſhments in 


Divines, it is to be hoped, other Men 
will. . 


1 muſt confeſs this Argument will not 
hold, if you take a meaſure of a Divine, 
NOT according to his Learning and Virtue, 
and other valuable Endowments, but ac- 
cording to a Plyantneſs to your own{jhu- 


mours. So that he will be ready to take 


any impreſſion, any ſhape or form, your 
inclinations may caſt bim into. If this 
be your Criterion of a Clergy-man, and 
the ground of your calling him Good or 
Zad, I perfectly agree with you, you have 
no need of a virtuous, learned Clergy, an 
uneducated, ignorant, vitious Clergy will 
much better anſwer ſuch ends, and you are 
entirely in the right, if this be your Mark, 
in affording no Encouragements to others, 
whom 
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whom, withall their good Talents,you would 
not eſteem of half ſo well. But God forbid, 
any Men profeſling Chriſtianity, , ſhould ſo 
conſpire to abuſe and cheat themſelves, — 


It ſtands therefore, I think, an evident con- 


cluſion, that an Act of Parliament, that af- 
fords to your Clergy an honourable main- 


tenance, makes for the Spiritual good of 


your City, which, I hope you will eſteem a 
good, I have one thing more to add, 
and that's g conſideration of a more Tem- 


Poral Nature. 


doubt not, but you value your ſelf up- 
on being a Patron, as really well you may. 


For it is a great truſt repoſed in you, by the 
Church of God. Of courſe it acquires you 


a great reſpect; For by this you ate apply'd 
to by Men of Virtue and Learning, and 
capable of obliging them in a very high 


- meaſure ; now after all, as things now are, 


of what are you Patrons ? Of nothing cer- 
tain. You entitle Men to a great deal of 
certain Trouble and Duty, but to what cer- 
tain reward? Now ſure the greater and 


more certain the Livings are, of which you 


are Patrons, the greater Honour and Au- 
thority it procures you; for it is obvious 


that inſtead of beſtowing poor and precari- 


ous Livings, as you do now, you would 
confer perhaps good and conſiderable ones. 
In a Word, you would know then what you 
Zave, and how great Patrons you were, 

whereas 
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whereas now (pray Pardon the Expreſſion) 


you hardly know how little ones you are. 


So that it is my great wonder, of all Men 
breathing, what ſhould incite you, or any 
other Gentleman of the Corporation, to 


take ill, and oppoſe this requeſt of the 


Clergy. If you pleaſe to diſmiſs your pre- 


judices, and conſider, what would be more 


plain to you, than that in ſuch an Oppoſi- 
tion, you entirely ſet your ſelf againſt the 
Intereſt and Honour of your Body, which 
I think generally is the Scope of theſe Men 


to Advance, and in which too, although in 


matters of another kind, you have ſucceſs- 
fully Travelld. 


Conſider, I intreat you, how fond you 


would be of ſuch an AG, were your Son 
now a Clergy-man in the City, Come, who 


can tell, but this may one day be! No, 
you ſay never, but why 1s that? I doubr, 
partly becauſe of the little Encouragement 
that yeilds, you are not willing that thoſe 


pretty Gentlemen your Sons ſhould be re- 


duced to ſuch a degree of Dependency, 
when they were Born to better Fortnnes, 
and you can better provide for them. I 
perfectly agree with you, and am only ſor- 
ry, that the Church can afford you no better 
proſpect ; and eſpecially that part of it in 
your Town, and fo is deprived of an Ad- 
vantage, which otherwiſe it might have 


palkbly enjoy'd. 


But 


_ 5 F 5 W 7 
ro yer: 3 — = 2 S 
E ˙ IE CID 7 EULA Je oe = — 


An Ap olog + for the C tergy 0 


But although your own Children are bet- 
ter provided for, may not the Church be 
Honour'd and Benefited, with ſome of your 
Family? An Alteration, either in the minds 
or outward Condition of any of your Deſ- 
cendants, may eaſily effect this. And if any 
one of them ſhould be poſſeſs'd of a Church 
of Briſtol, (as without doubt the Family, of 


the will ever have an Intereſt, as they have 
long had) why will you give an occaſion 


to one of your own Fleſh and Blood, of 
making ſo odd a Remark, as that, he might 
have been poſſeſs'd of a very good living, 
had it not been for the ſtrange prejudices of 
one of his Anceſtours? V 


And theſe are ſome of the Reaſons that 
ſhould prevail upon you, to concur with your 
Clergy towards obtaining a certain and 
liberal Maintenance for them. It is your 


Duty as a Chriſtian, as a profeſs'd Member 


of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and of the Cor- 
poration, you promote the Intereſt ot all 


theſe in it. So that here is much for ſuch 


an Act, and what can you ſay againſt it? 


1 will endeavour to ſubjoyn the Sum, and 


Force of what you urged, why you could not 
then be of Opinion with me, and your 


Clergy, in this particular. 


5 Firſt; 


Of the City of Briſto] 


Firſt, You thought the preſent Clergy 


had as much reaſon to be content, as any ſent Clergy 
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of their Predeceſſours, they lived very well beve as 


upon Voluntary Contributions, and bred up 
their Familics with them, and fo might 


the Clergy now (you faid) had they the , in Pre- 
ſame Spirit, or the ſame Virtue that they decefſours, | 


had. You added, if the preſent Clergy did 
not like theſe Precarious. Livings, as they 


were pleaſed to call them, they were very 


free to quit them; others, you doubted 
not, would be glad to ſucceed in them, as 
bad as they were. This laſt you ſpoke 
with ſome ſort of Warmth. Be plcas'd 
to conſider, as an anſwer to theſe things. 


1. It is plain from hence, (as! always fol- 


pected, for it is the natural conſequence of 


their preſent Condition, that you have no 
extraordinary reſpect for your Paſtours. 
For if you had, how could ſuch Language 
procced from yon, they may go, when they 
will, they may get better Living, if they can. 


W. bat do ſuch Words imply, but very grear 


degrees of Scorn and Contempt? Indeed L 
was very ſor ry to hear them. 


But it ſeems you diſtinguiſh not be tween 
2 good and a bad Clergy, for elſe, you do 
not Eſteem your preſeur Cle rgy, e 
nary good, when you can to very ealily 
part with them, for any ;others, good or 


much rea- 


fon to be 
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bad, as it happens. And this, be ſure, your 
Clergy know full well. Such Expreſſions 


muſt very plainly convey to their minds, 


upon what terms they are with you, and 


how mightily you eſteem their Perſons and 


Labours, whea living ſo many Years with 
you, and ſpending their Strength and Youth 
among you, you can afford them no better 
Words. Their Labeurs have done you ſome 
good, or not. If not, it is very uncomforta- 
ble, and to ſuch of them, eſpecially (which 
I hope is all) as earneſtly deſire it, and are 


ſenũble of their own hearty endeavours to- 


wards it. If they have done you any good, 
where is your grateful ſenſe of it? It A- 
mounts not to Civil Expreſſions. It is 


44941 


wonderful, you can be ſo indifferent as to 


Mens Icaving you, whom you Love, and 


hom you imagine to have done you good. 
{ have both known and heard of Men, who 


have entertain'd the loſs of a good Paſtour 
with great Sorrow. It troudles me, that 


this Diſpoſition is become Ridiculous in 
good Church- men. | 


Secondly, To come cloſer to the Objecti- 
on, (for this only anſwers ſome haſty and 
looſe Expreſſions) which is much grounded 
upon the Contentmeat of the former Clergy 
of your Town, in the allowance you afford 


of 


them, and hence you draw diſadvantageous 


' Conicquences to che preſent Clergy, and 


imagine them deſtitute of the virtues of their 
Anceſtourss 
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Anceſtours. Now this all flows from a 


miſtake, as if your former Clergy highly 
approv'd of the method you are upon, for 
their Subſiſtence and Encouragement. 


To ſpeak diſtinctly of this, 1 muſt ask vou 


a fe Queſtions. As firſt how do you know 
the Sentiments of the former Clergy? And 


again ſeeing, you have had many, what ſer of 
Clergy you mean, whoſe Goodneſs and Vir- 
tue have render'd them fo content under 


the preſent Way? Publick Ads determine 
the one, and Mens particular Opinions and 


Fancies the other. Now I believe, many 
in your Town will imagine no Clergy more 
averſe to unreaſonable thin ge, more content 
in their Circumſtances,more 1 iparing.and ten- 
der of the Purſes and Eſtates of their fel- 
low Citizens, than the diſſenting Paſtours 
(tor you ſuppoſe the preſent Trouble, the 


Clergy now give you, Originally came from 


a high-Flying Spirit,) and it ha ppens the 
Diſſenting 1 eachers have ſet forth rhetr Opf- 
nion in this matter very plainly which! ay 
you to hear without Faſſio on and Ditur- 


bance. 


In the late Civil Wars; after (I think it 
was the Presbyterian) or ſome other Go- 


vernment had obtain'd in Clir:ch and 


State, the. "Clergy of thoſe, Des (al- 
though you will ealily believe, they were as 


much in the Opinion of the copie, as any 
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whatſocver, were thought by them, as 


Gifted, as Laborious, as Painful, as any Di- 
vines can pretend to now,) yet could they 
not depend upon all this, but found ſore in- 
conveniences in voluntary Contributions, 


neither their own Merit, nor Love of the 


People, gave them Security, but they aſ- 


pir'd d after a Legal Settlement, (as the 
Clergy do now, ) and a Settlement too of 


a pretty extraordinary nature, as, I dare 
ſay, you will account it, when you hear its 


Tenour. For you will fee they judg'd 
_ eighteen Pence in the Pound, upon all 


Dwelling- Honſes, Ware- Houſes, Stables, 
Cc. but a very Reaſonable Maintenance, bee 
ſides an addition of Fiveshillings in a Hun- 
dred, upon all the Stock throughout the 
Town, in whatſoever Trafhck imploy'd, all 
which upon the conſolidation of Pariſhes, 


muſt certainly amount to a very, conſidera- | 
ble Sum. 


But had they the modeſty, you will ſay, to: 


propoſe this? What? The Diſſenting Cler- 
gy 250 it ſeems. They not only propos'd, but 
carry'd it, either without any or againſt 
all oppoſition. But whatever the People ſaid, 


how did the Parliament reſent it? Fact ſhewd 
that, for they Eſtabliſh'd it into a Law, and 


bouad all Men to the payment of it, under ſe- 


vere penalties, and were as kind to the Clergy 


in the w ays of Recovery, as in the Act it ſelt. 


What 
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What think you of this ? Will not this 
2 little excuſe your preſent Clergy? Hil 


the Love of the People been to be de- 


pended upon why had not theſe Men 
depended on it? Who ever ſought more 
the People's Love, or had it in a filler 
meaſure? And truly ſhould J fay, that they 


made good uſe of it, when they had it, not to 


keep themſelves always poor and depend— 
ing, but to ſtrengthen and advance them- 
ſelves, (I will not ſay this but ſhould 1) 
the matter would bear it, and it would 
not be reflection, but Juſtice. Only give 
me leave to ask you, without offence, is 
this conſonant to the talk of many Men, 
thit have theſe Times and Preachers in 
great admiration, that they had nothing in 
view, but the furtherance of the Goſpel, 
but the Honour and Glory of God? And 
this by way of Reflection upon the con- 
ary diſpolition and puiſuits of the Clergy 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church? It is a hard 
thing certainly to open Mens Eyes, when 
ſnut with prejudice! You muſt give me 
leave to take notice of things, that make 
for my Argument, and to reconcile you 
to your preſent Clergy, who, of my Con- 
ſcience, well deferve it. The Ad is this, 
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An 4C T for the more frequent 
Preaching of the Goſpel, and bet- 
ter Maintenance of the Miniſters, 
in the City of BRISTOL. 


Hereas there are Eightcen Pariſh 
e Churches, beſides the Cathedral, 
4 '* within the City and County of 
% Briſtol, v ich is a Number more than ſuilici- 
ent, and the means for the Subitſtence 

cf thoſe fe Miniſters now officating, de- 

©” pcadsonthe voluntaryContributions of the 
5 ei the Parliament of Englaud having 
re ſolv d by all ways and means to promote 


ing Preachiag of the Goſpel, and taking the 


- premiſes into conſideration, do Enact and 


P. 
Oden, and he it Enacted by Authority of 
Parliamont, that it ſhallbe Lawful to, and 
for tne Tfayor and Sheriff*s of the City ot. 


1 


. B th c or the time being, Richard Aldworth, 


rele FIC Fickres Willam A Luke Hodges, 


ry „be, Joſepb Jackſon, Hugh Brown, Al- 
der: 3 


et 


40 
et 
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40 


the ſameCity, or any Five or more of them 
to unite and conſolidate the ſaid Pariſhes 


of ſuch Union, and Conſolidation, the 


to all intents and purpoſes to continue for | | 


* ſhall make the firſt Preſentation unto the 
Church or Churches, uato which the other 


ed Inhabitants of each Pariſh, ſhall have 


Yearly values of all Houſes, Shops, Wares 


Of the City of Briſtol. 70 
dermen, Edward Tyſon, Robert Aldworth, _ 
John Hagpet, James Pomel, George Hart, 

Joſias Clutterbuck, Willam Grig, George 
Lane, Robert Hains, Feremy Holwey, Ro- 
bert Vickris, Dennis Holliſter, George Biſhop, 
Thomas Harris, Citizens and Burgeſſes of 


into a fewer Number, and. the ſame to 
certify under the Hands and Seals of 
Five or more of them, 1nto the Chancery. 
And after ſuch Certificates had, and made | -- 


ſame ſhall be as good and ſufficient in Law | 


ever. Provided that after ſuch Unions | 
and Conſolidations, the true and rightful i 
Patrons ſhall make their Preſentations by 5 
Turns, the aforeſaid Per ſons, or any Five 
or more of them appointing, which Patron 


is Uaited. And be it farther Enacted and 
Eſtabliſnd, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
that the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, 
and the reſt of the Perſons afore- named, 
or any Five or more of them, calling to 
their Aſſiſtance Three able and well affect- 


hereby Power to Tax, Rate, and Aſſeſs a 
ceitain Sum upon the Rents, or true. 
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te Houſes, Cellars, Stables, and all other 
Lands, "and Tenenments whatever within 


« the ſaid City and Liberties thereof, the 


* {ſaid Tax not amounting to above One 
Shilling and Six-pence per Aunum in 
”. the Pound; as the aid Houſes, © Shops. 


* Warc-Hovuſes, Cellars, Stables, and all 


other Tenemen's are, may, or ſhall be 


their aſſiſtance, Three able and Sufficient 


“ Iahabitants of that Ward or Pariſh, in 
which the Perſon or Perſons to be Rated, 


Dwelleth, ſhall and may, and are hereby 


worth, to be Y carly It, and” Lealed,. 
and for every Ten Shillings Nine-pence 
per Aunum. And where any Perſon or Per- 
fons ſhall be known to imploy a great 
Stock in Trade, the ſaid Commiſſioners, ; 
or any Five or more of them, calling to 


Authorized to Aﬀeſs ſuch Pe: ſonor Per- 
ſons for his or their Stock , Imploy'd as a- 
foreſaid, for every Hundred Pounds „Five 
& Shillings, which ſaid Tax, ſnall be paid bythe 
© Landlord, or Tenant, or by both, as the a- 
cr foreſaid Perſons ſhall think meet: And ifany 


V 


e lahabitant, Citizen, Landlord, Tenant, or 


„Occupier of any of the ſaid Premiſes, hall re- 


4 
Quarterly it ſhall be Demanded, that then 
it mall be Lawful, eitherſor ſuch a Collector 
or Collectors, as mall be appointed by the 
perſons above Named, under Five Hands 
and Seals, to Receive the lame, to deſtrain 
aud the deſtfeſs to Sell, retaining the Va- 

ue 


fuſe to pay the aforeſaid Tax or Rate, when 
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© ye of the ſaid Rate and charge of Diſtreſs, 
* and returning the overplus to the Owner, 
«© or otherwiſe, in default of Payment, within 
« Six Davs,after demand of the ſaid Rate or 
* each of them ſhall forfeit the double 
« yalue of the ſaid rate, to be ſued for, and. 
* recovered in an Action of Debt, in the 
„ Sheriffs-Court,within the ſaid City, who by 


* are hereby Enabled, and have Power given 


them, to have juriſdiction, cognizance, and 


_ hold plea in this matter, and Cayſe 
& the ſaid Action to be commenced, 

% and Sued by, and in the name of the Trea- 
“ ſurer, as ſhall be nominated and appointed 
© by the Mayor and the feſtzof the Perſons a- 
fore named. And the ſaid Mayor, Alder- 


* men, Sheriffs, and the reſt of the Perſons, 


d above Named, or any Five or more of them, 
© from time to time, by their Warrants direct- 
ed to the ſaid Treaſurer to Order the Pay- 


ment, and iſſuing out of all the ſaid Sums of 


* Money ſo Rated, Collected, and Recovered, 


*© to all thoſe Miniſters, which are, or ſhall be 
40 


LE 
60 
cc 


of by the Parliament or ſuch as the Parlia- 


manner and form, as they in their diſcre- 
tions ſhall think fit. 


5 ; | Die 


the Authority of this preſent Parliament, 


placed in the aforeſaid City, and approv'd 


ment ſhall appoint, in ſuch proportion, 
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As a or the C egg, 


Die luna, Primo die Aprilis. 16 50. i | 
Order'd by the Parliament that this Act be 


forthwith Printed, and Publiſh? d. Henry Scobel 


Cler. Parliam. 
London: Printed, by Edward Hausband. 


and John Feild, Printers to the Parliament of 
England. 1650. 


Vou may ſee from this, that the Clergy 
of thoſe times who were eſtcem'd more 
humble and mortify'd Men, thought good 
Endowments, a certain and liberal Main- 
tenance, no ways inconſiſtent with the 


ends f their Office- And you will be 


pleasd likewife to obſerve, that the States- 
men of - thoſe Days were clearly of 
the ſame Opinion, and the furtherance of 
The Goſpel, the Spiritual good of Man- 
kind, were the ground and colour of the 
Law. Hence in juſtice to your preſent 
Clergy, you ought to remember, (I mean, 
{ach of you as have thoſe Days and Teach- 
ers in eſteem) that they are not without 
great Examples in their deſign, and if they 
are juſtly to be oe As ed, Enemies to the City, 
* oridly, a and 1 knew nat what, becauſe of 


it, much more heavily ought thoſe Cenſures 


to light upon others, Wo have ſhewn them 
the way, and N a great deal 


vorſe in the {ame kind. Ic mould likewiſe 
en 


der all honeſt lt. modeſt; and wile Diſſen- 
ters, 


1 


O the City of Briſtol: 
ters, utterly incapable of entertaining any 
prejudices againſt the Clergy, for attempt- 


ing to lay them under legal obligations, when 


they reflect, their own Divines Practis'd 
(when they had it in their Power) the ſelf- 
ſame thing in far greater degree. And what 
if the ſame apprehenſion in Divines of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church now, as to the diſpoſiti- 


on of the preſent Parliament, ſhould kindle 


in them the ſame expectations, as then it 
rais'd in diſſenting Teachers? Doudtleſs, 
they ſhould obtain from all diſcreet Diſſen- 
ters an eaſy Pardon. The worſt they can ſay, 
is, that the ſame Spirit acts them both, and 
if this ſhould happen, the preſent Clergy 
mould be content. For they will not pre- 
fume to a greater degree of eſteem with 
Diſſenters, than their own Teachers have. 
Although they might fancy in this reſpec, 


they have a right to more, becauſe, for cer- 


tain, they act with much more lenity, in a 
bad thing, (if it muſt needs be fo accounted?) 
would not lay by above half at lealt as 
great a load upon Diſſenters, as their own 


Teachers have both upon themſelves, and 
Church- men. Do we aim to blacken Diſſen- 
ters in this? No certainly! But only to con- 
vince them of the Opinion of their own 


Clergy, touching the point in queſtion, and 
the Author of this Paper would reckon him- 


ſelf very unfortunate, if any other interpre- 


tation ſhould be made of it. 


And 
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And if Diſſenting Teachers were not con- 8 
tent with voluntary Contributions (which o 
I think very ſtrongly appears,) few will ral, 
expect it from the Divines of the Eſtabli 4 | P! 
Church. They are geacrally thought ro be For 
of the ſame Sentiment in matters of this ON Las 
ture, and have often ſhewn ir, by attempt- bee 
ing the ſame thing, as many Hundreds well and 
know. And that they have not oftener at- mol 
tempted it, hath. been owing to a want of hav 
proſpect of ſucceſs. And whatſover Divines Ithis 


you have for the future, you may be jure a ſon 
favourable opportunity offer'd, will raiſe in £0 
them the ſame deſires, or betray in them ot 
the ſame diſcontents (as yon call them) this 
aud, in this reſpect, ſhew them no better Der 
Men, than you nave at preſent. wy 
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As to that par t of your O bjection, that the 


| ee. Clergy of your Town, Liv'd very - 
7 well, and bred up their Families, &, That reg 
* they might do for ought I know; but if they con 
7 did Live ſo well, and make Thch proviſion = be, 
tor their Families, it muſt certainly be upon It 
E their own Eſtates, or in ſome other ways, if! 
1 not upon the income of their Livings, that et 
U every body ſces is impoſſible. And that's the ou 
1 Point we are upon, how capable the Liv- lo! 
4 ings in Briſtol are of adi the Clergy a ore 
1 Maintenance. paſl 
4 wel 
Secondly, 
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gecondly, When warmly pre ſod, you ſeem'd 


to ſpeak contentedly of ſuch an Act ia gene- 
ral, but thought it at preſent ill Tim'd. But 
pray with regard to whom is it ill Tim'd? 
For your ſelves, or the Clergy? For ſuch 
Ius oppoſe it, I confeſs, it is very i Tim'd, 


becauſe there may be danger of carrying it, 
and the Clergy could not have pick'd out a. 


more unlucky juncture. But when you would 
have the Clergy quiet at preſent and omit 
this, can you point out to them a ſea- 
ſon, wherein they would be more likely, 
(not to miſcarry,) but ſucceed ? May they 
not wait a pretty while for this? So that 
this is a pleaſant wheedle, and could you 
| pcrſuade your Clergy to hearken to it, you 


might very well {mile at their extraordinary 


ſimplicity. 


Thirdly, Others you ſay Object out of 


regard to the Peace of the City. No WI 


confeſs what the true meaning of this ſhould 
be, is not eaſy to diſcover. I hope you do 


Inot apprehend ſo terribly of this matter, as 


if it would ſo embroil us, as to end in Blood. 


Let us conſider Her Majeſty's Subjects in 


your Town, and endeavour to form Ra- 
tional Conjectures upon the Nature and De- 
grees of their Reſentment, in caſe of the 


paſſing ſuch a Bill. They are with you, as 


well as at other places, divided into Church- 
9 men 


77 


4 — 
ad 
* 


i 
varies ihe Ns EIS — — . — — . 


— nt * 


78 An Apology for the Clergy, 


men and Diſſenters. Among the Diſſen: 
ters, I know but one ſort, that would he 
great ly affected with ſuch an Act, and you 
are ſafe in them, who are very peaceable 
Men, and allow the uſe of the Carnal Wea- 
pon, upon no pretence whatſoever. But 
to conlider the matter more ſeriouſly ; I dare 
aflirm of the ſincereſt and Wileſt of other 
Diſſenters, that they will be very well con- 
tent under ſuch a Law. Why not as they | 
are in London and Country places? But more 
eſpecially becauſe without it they: think 
themſelves obliged to afford ſomething to- 
wards the Maintenance of our Clergy, (a 
thing co be gratefully reſented by us) and 
a very little more from ſome, not a whit 
more from others, and for ought I know, 
leſs, than what others now voluntarily give, 
would do the Buſineſs. But I will put the 
matter at the worſt. Suppoſe ſuch an Act 
ſhould ſtand ſome of your Wealthy Diſſen- 
ters (for it would not all) about Three 
Shillings more per Annum, than it already 
does. Would this be to them ſuch a mighty 
Grievance ? Rather would they not Eſteem 
this a cheap Purchaſe of the free Toleration 
of their Religion, and the caſe of their Con- 
ſciences? Would a Wealthy and Wile 
Diſſenter grow out of Humour with the 
Government and his Neighbours, and him- 
felf for ſuch a Sum? Let me tell you, I have 
a better Opinion, both of the Wiſdom and 
Virtue 
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Of the City of Briſtol. 
Virtue of Diſſenters, than this comes to. 
Rather I am ſure, they would admire the 
Lenity of the Government, becauſe Wile 


and good Men would eafily perceive, that 


under what Government ſoever they liv'd, 


if they were ſo Unhappy, as to divide from 


the Eftabliſh'd Church, they could not ex- 
pect to be more kindly treated. They know, 
did they unreaſonably diſturb themſelves, 


and others, at ſuch aa Act, they would tempt 


ſome, to call in Queſtion their Thankfull- 


neſs both. to God and Man. It remains to 


be conſidered under what Temper Church- 
men would be at the paſſing ſuch an AQ, 


And what can that be, but very great 


Satisfaction and Joy! How could they be 
otherwiſe affected to bchold their own 


Church, and its Paſtours become ſo much 
the care of the Publick? And that too with- 
out any great charge or lacumbrances to 


themſelves, as might be eaſily contrived. 


What do l talk of charges or incumbrances ? 


To fome (if they ſo eſteem it) it would 


prove an cafe. For the intended Act would 
not exact of them, what they already 
give. 


So that with great Reaſon may one expect, 
that inſtead of uueaſineſs, ſuch an Act 


ſhould excite the contrary paſſion in all 
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Church- 
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Church men, and if it did not, a great fault 
mult lye at the Door, either oy them or 


their Cler 87. 


Hence according to this Calculation, were 


Mea true to their Principles, (which ought 


to be ſuppoſed in reaſonings of this kind) 
here 1s a likelyhood of a great deal of Con- 
centment and Joy, and "if any ſullenneſs 
ſhould appear ia ſome, it would bear no 
Proportion to the Satisfaction of the others, 
it would be loſt or prove undiſcernible in the 
gencral Acclamations of ſo great a Majo- 
rity. 


Fourthly, -You objected the hardſhip this 
would lay upon Landlords of Houſes. And 
becauſe you very ſerioully urged this, I ſhall 
as ſcriouſly conſider it. 


Firſt, Suppoſing ſuch Act advanc'd ſome 


Landlords in their Yearly pay to the Mi- 


niſter, I do not fee any juſt ground of com- 


plaint. For if Providence hath Bleſſed ſome 


beyond others, with the good things of this 
Life, and they were ſenſible of it, and made 


ſome ackuowledments to ſuch as they Re- 


ceive as true Preachers of Gods Word, 
where would be the great Hurt? A true 


Apprehenſion of the goodneſs of God to 


them, 


of Houſes. | | 
is ſuppoſed, that Men of good Eſtates, will 
live in Houſes, with ſome Proportion agree- 
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them would render this matter leſs fright- 
ful, But this is not my anſwer. 


| Secondly, All this is grounded upon a mi- 


ſtake, as if the Clergy intended, in this Act, 
any unreaſonable Burthen upon Landlords 
All that can he in it is this. It 


able to their Eſtates and Riches. So that good 
or bad Houſes are only a Signification of 


Mens own Eſteem of themſelves, and at 


what rate, they would have others Eſteem 
them, and ſo may ſerve (if the Citizens think 
well of it) as a good ground of Diſtinction be- 
tween Men, in raiſing the Sums, that ſhall be 


judg'd necellary for every Pariſh, and perhaps 
Ordinarily would provea very equal meaſure 


and rule, (and particular and extraordinary 


caſes may be excepted and provided againſt.) 
But this cannot be done, or, in other Words, 
Men cannot be taxed with any regard or Pro- 
portion to the Houſes they live in, but, ulti- 
mately, all would be derived out of the Land- 
lords Pocket. 


And why ſo? lt is ſaid, be- 
cauſe Tenants would abate in their Rent, 
juſt ſo much, as they ſhould be charged 
with, upon living in ſuch or ſach Houſes. 
What ? Without the Landlord's conſent ? 


Yes! The Landlord would be forced to 
fall his Rent, or elſe his Houſes would lye 


EF void. 
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ſome few particular Houſes were charged, 


the Landlord of ſuch Houſes might ſuffer. 
But where the Tax is Univerſal, how could 


they ſuffer, without their own conſent ? 


No way certainly, unleſs we ſuppoſe, the 


Rich Trading Men, would quit the Town, 


' becauſe of this Tax, and ſo the Town 


would be depopulated, which is juſt ano- 
ther as unreaſonable and Pannick fear, as 
the foregoing entertain, that ſuch an Ack 
would diſturb the Peace of the City. If 
this Tax was laid all over the City, and 
Landlords were reſolved to keep up 


their Rents in all parts of it (as I ſup- 


poſe they would) the ſame inconvenience 
would every where light upon Tenants, 
and they muſt go out of Town for Hou- 
ſes, if they would not ſubmit to it; 
which, I ſuppoſe, few would do, who had 
any Reaſon to ſtay, and whom Landlords 
would deſire to entertain in their Hou- 


ſes. To make this matter yet plainer. 


The Parliament from time to time have 
layn Taxes upon ſeveral Commodities. 
Why do the inconveniencies of this light 


upon the Sellers of thoſe Commodities? 


What ? Do not the Sellers of theſe Com- 
modities ſet a Price accordingly? Do 


they not Act by one Rule in this? Or 


do they fear that theſe Commodities will 
be left upon their Hands? Not at all! 
. They 
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They know the Buyers want them, and 
ſo the Tax is upon all that Buy them. 
And will not Men want Houſes? And 


vpon whom will ſuch a Tax light? 


As in the other caſe, upon the Tenants 
of courſe. 


F do not think that the moſt rigid 


Diſſenter, that loves Trade and Advan- 


tages of it, will quit the Town upon the 
Account of ſuch Tax. Men, that give 


nothing to the Clergy now, Love Trade 


too well, to be ſo cafily ſcar'd, and you 


may certainly venture them. Or if Land- 
lords will not like, or it ſhould be thought 


a hard thing, that the goods of ſuch Men 


ſhould be deftrain'd upon obſtinate re- 
fuſal of Payment, Landlords may pre- 
vent this, if they pleaſe, (as very frequently 
is done in the Country,) by only a little 
Advance upon their Houſes, with ſuch Te- 
nants, and ſo diſcharge it themſelves. _ 


Yet Thirdly, If this ſhould not ſatisfy 


Landlords (as I wonder it ſhculd not) the 


Clergy would doubtleſs be very ready to 
take their, or any other Gentlemens Senſe 
as to the ways of laying ſuch a Tax, fo 


that no particular Men might be gricved. 


Of which the Clergy deſire to be thought 
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as tender and ſenſible, as any Men 1a the 
World, and hope to appear ſo to all, if they 

were thought Worthy to be treated with 

upon this Affair. 1 „ 
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I come to your laſt and moſt Terrible Ob- 
jection of all againſt this Act, and that is, that 
it would make you Prieſt-rid. This is another 
thing that I want the true meaning of. 
What ſome. Gentlemen mean, that have 
treated of this Subject, and done their en- 
deavours to Alarum the People againſt Prieſt- 
craft, is to me very plain, for they handle 
their Subject ſo looſely, and have it fo In- 
definitely as to the thing and the Perſons 
they argue (or rather vent their ſpite) a- 
galiſt, that it is applicable to all Prieſts and 
Religions whatſoever, and ſo might fairly 

be luterpreted without any Breach of Cha- 
rity, to import, that all Prieſts, and all Re- 
ligions are a prodigious Nuſance, a vile Im- 
poſition upon Mankind. And the Ground 
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of this is, becauſe Prieſt's pretend to ſome Ir 
Authority, and overawe Mens minds with Je 
Diſcourſes of another World, which thwarts 10 
i know not what Schemes they have in view. 8 


Ihis ſeems the Gentile or Learned Notion 


of Prieſi-craſt or Prieſt- ritt. a 


cannot believe you are of Opinion, that | ri 
all forts of Prieſts, and all ſorts ef Religions If it 
8 1 Fare 
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are a grievance. By being Prieſt- rid, there- 


fore I muſt imagine, you fear an Exorbitaat 


Power of the Clergy, te do by you inconveni- 


ent and hard things, to Tyrannize over you 


and the like ? And that a ſettled Maintenance . 


would render them capable of executing ſuch 
miſchevous purpoſes. Now pray what will 
a ſettled Maintenance enable them to do? 
What does a ſettled Maintenance enable 
the Clergy of London to do? I know nothing 
verily, but only to Live in ſome tolerable 


eſteem, and to diſcharge their Duty! Do 


they tread upon, Abuſe, Scorn, defy their 
Pariſhioners? From whom receive you theſe 
accounts ? I am ſure not from the Citizens of 
London. They take it as ſcandal to be Prieſt- 
rid, are ſenſible of no ſuch attempts upon 


them, complain of no ſuch things. And why 


ſhould you dread any ſuch things from your 
own Clergy? Muſt it follow, becauſe the 
Clergy have the Security of Laws, have a 
property as well as others, that this ſhould 
ſet them at defiance with all their Neighbours, 
render them unpeacable, -uncapable of 
expreſing civil Reſpects to their Friends, 
or Chriſtian Duties to their Enemies? Len- 
treat you to entertain a better Opinion of the 
Clergy, than to eſteem ſuch Novices. 


We have the protection of Laws in this 
reſpect. Our Maintenance ſtands a little 
more ſecure, than upon the uncertain, and 

N giddy 
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giddy humours and Opinions of others; and, 


This makes me eaſy and fecure in that little 


What ſmall matters alter them?. And when 


them from the worſt miſconſtructions? Give 


my Maintenance doth not entirely depend up- 
on the ſucceſs of this, and that l am preſent- 
1y lyable to be ſtarved, if I miſcarry of it. 
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muſt confeſs, when I reftet upon my own, 
as well as upon the weakneſs of the reſt of 
my Neighbours, I cannot avoid pleaſing and 
congratulating my ſelf upon this Score, that 
there is a thing, call'd Lam, between us all, | 
and that they cannot come at me, nor I at 
them, without breaking through this fence, 


1 . nne 


I have. Whereas, did my own and the Sub- 
ſiſtence of my Wife and Children depend 
entirely upon others good Opinion of me, 
certainly my own fears would exceedingly 
harraſs and amaze me. And would there not 
be good reaſon for thoſe fears? Could I avoid 
obſerving the mutability of Mens Opinions: 


ff ir © of and ql „ Hboad ix 


you ſay, Virtue, and Wiſdom, and a Dif 
charge of my Duty, would draw after them 
Mens good Opinions, could I believe this, 
when I ſaw the greateſt, the braveſt, the 
Wiſeſt, yea, the beſt Men fall under popular 
Diſgrace ? Nay when I obſerved, that the 
Virtue and Wiſdom of Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles, of Chriſt himſelf, could not preſerve 


me leave, when I obſerve all this, to rejoyce | 


in the protection of the Laws, and although 
I would pleaſe all Men, if 1 could, yet that 


Are | 
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Are not you of the ſame Sentiment? How 
often have I heard you affirm, that you 


nd, ¶ would not depend upon the meer will of any 

wn, WW Man whatſoever ? And therefore how often 

t of ¶ have you and I extoPFd the Wiſdom and Hap- 

and pineſs of our own Government, wherein 

hat our Safety, our Eſtates, and every thing dear 

all, Wro vs, depend not entirely upon the Priice's | 
| at win? ls not this grounded upon a Suppo- | 


ſition of the Fickleneſs and Weakneſs of the 
ttle WBeſt and Wiſeſt Men? And when you would 
Ub- not willingly depend for Maintenance and 
end matters of that kind, upon the Will of the 
me, W Wiſeſt Men Breathing, would you depend 
ig upon the Wills of a multitude, (among 
nor which, it is much, if all were Wiſe and 
101d M Good) for ſuch things? Upon my Word, it 
ns! Nit may fo fall out, that you may have ſome- 
hen what to do. Apply this to the Clergy. 


nem W But this would make the Clergy Saucy 
this, and Inſolent, and forget their Duty to 
the Cod and Man. But doth this make us do 
ular Wo? It is really hard, that we will not allow 
the them as much good Breeding, as much 


po- MWSenſe and Religion, as our ſelves. That we 
ve think the lealt Security will turn their 
Jive Brains, and bereave them of Common Senſe _ 
D yce as well as Religion. A late Example of 
ag, one, that hath appeared among yon (whoſe 
that 


Carriage you all applaud) might eaſily con- 

Vince you, that Humility, Courteſy, Civi=- _ 

ity, and ſuch like Virtues, may very well 
- conſiſt 


pt 
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Fortunes. Believe it, the ground of ſuch 
Virtues is not Poverty and Dependency, 


ſerious Senſe of Religion, good Parts, Wiſ- 


of theſe Conſiderations may diſpoſe you to 


and ail good Men, as you will ina voy par- 


An Hog for the C Tak... 
conſiſt with great Dignities and Ample 


(in that you are greatly miſtaken,) but a 


dom, and Experience of the World, which 
Qualities you are more likely to have in Men 
under a certain and Liberal, than a Poor 
and ſorry Maintenance. | 


To Trouble you no farther. I 2 foe 1 


a different Mind and Conduct, render you as 
Zealous for this Act, as you have been a- 
gainſt it. That you may receive your ſharc 
of Thanks and Applauſe from the Clergy, 


ticular manner from, Cc. 
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